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SEPTEMBER 9, 2016

D R . J O H N H U T TO N, S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Standards Based Grading in the Middle School

Gurnee District 56 has been using a standards based report card in grades K-5 for the last several
years, and from the feedback we have received from parents, we believe it has been a very effective way
to communicate children's academic progress to their parents. Beginning with the 2016-2017 school
year, standards based report cards will be introduced to middle school parents as well.
With any change of this magnitude, we experienced some growing pains. In this case, implementation
of a standards based grade book to assist teachers with this new process proved to be more
challenging than we anticipated. With that said, we understand that on-going training is necessary for
our staff in assisting them to become proficient with this process but are comfortable that we have
advanced enough to open family access to our parents for them to view the grades of our middle
school students in Skyward.
When accessing your child's grades in Skyward, you will see an overall grade in the class (similar to the
grades we received in school) as well as test, quiz, and assignment grades broken down by standards.
Student learning is not linear, and you may be surprised to find that even our most gifted students
perform unevenly with respect to the attainment of standards as tracked during a given grade period.
Although a student may be doing very well overall in a class, there may be a standard that is not being
learned as well by the child when compared to the other standards. Teachers will also be including
information regarding student behaviors that impact learning, but that are not connected to a specific
standard. A video about accessing standard based grades on family access may be viewed by clicking
this link "Standard Based Grades Parent Video".
When I use the word standard, I am using it in generic terms. With the enormity of standards in the
Common Core, our staff has combined standards to create a workable number of "power standards" to
track during the school year. Our long term goal is to use the "power standards" as another data point
in conjunction with MAP and PARCC results to better determine a child's success in mastering the
Common Core Standards.
If you would like to learn more about standards based grading and report cards, Dr. Pacatte will be
conducting the following workshops to provide you additional information about both topics:
September 13- 6:00 pm and September 20- 1:00 pm (both sessions are at River Trail School) and
October 5- 6:00 pm and October 12- 8:30 am (both of these sessions are at Viking School).
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Getting to Know Mr. Len Wojciechowicz
Mr. Wojciechowicz has a Bachelors Degree from the University
of Wisconsin-Madison, a Masters Degree from Marquette
University, and a teaching certificate from University of the
Wisconsin-Parkside. He has been employed with the District
for twenty years. He started working for the district as a 2nd
grade teacher at Spaulding for 8 years and has been the
physical education teacher at Spaulding School for the past 12
years. Before he became a teacher he worked as a criminal
justice researcher for 10 years.
Mr. Wojciechowicz has been married to Laura for 30 years and
has two beautiful children. His daughter, Alexa, is an architect
in Milwaukee. His son, Christopher, is a freshman at Carthage
College. He also has a dog named Brady.
Mr. Wojciechowicz likes spending time with his wonderful
immediate family and his “huge” extended family. He is an
avid cyclist and traveler. He has written three books that have
been published, including his parents’ biographies and his son
Christopher’s adoption.
You can learn more about Mr. Wojciechowicz in “:56 in 56” on the District website.

Tweet
of the
Week

FALL MAP TESTING
Starting next week, students in District 56 will be taking a computerized
assessment entitled “Measures of Academic Progress” (MAP). This test is
administered three times per year (fall, winter, and spring). We administer the
MAP test to students in order to determine a child’s instructional level and to
measure academic growth from year to year in the areas of mathematics and
reading.
Students will take the interactive test on their iPads. Electronic tests are unique in that they adapt the questions
to be appropriate for every child’s level of learning. As a result, each student’s knowledge of the subject area is
measured, while eliminating questions that are too easy or too difficult.
We are truly excited about a philosophy that focuses on every child’s individual growth and achievement.
Partnering to help kids learn, parents and teachers can have a profound positive effect on the lives of our
children. Should you have any questions about this test, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s principal.

MAP Testing Dates:
Viking School - September 12th and 14th
River Trail School - September 13th and 15th
Prairie Trail School - September 13th and 15th

Special Education Teachers Training
Kindergarten through 5th grade Special Education teachers from
Spaulding, Prairie Trail and River Trail Schools received training in
a new program called “Reading Mastery” by Ruby Owiny.

Makerspace at Viking Library
The "maker movement" is the idea that creative people like to get together and create
things or tinker with tools and materials to see what they can make. The places where
people gather for this activity are often called makerspaces, and they are starting to crop up
in public libraries and museums as well as fee-based privately run shops. We at District 56
saw our Viking library renovation as a chance to offer our students a space like this to
enhance their learning with hands-on creativity. It's a place where learning can get messy
and students can innovate with tools and materials. Teachers at Viking have already been
taking advantage of the makerspace, and the students have been excited to use this new
space for learning.

Viking “Summer” Drama
Congratulations to those involved in Viking Drama’s
Summer Drama production of Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs. It is always exciting and rewarding to serve our
community during Gurnee Days.

Summer Projects Spaulding School
Spaulding School had some nice upgrades as well this summer. They received
all new hardware and door frames on the south bus entrance. This was
originally installed back in the 80’s and was now causing some closing problems
because of rot. This has all been corrected. The maintenance team re-leveled
the retention pond and cleared out all of the inlets for rainwater storage.
Spaulding School also received some asphalt repairs and new caution striping
on all the curbs. A few trees were cut down and removed and damaged
classroom window screening replaced. Preventive maintenance was done on all
HVAC equipment and put back into service for the new year.

District 56 Curriculum Nights
An integral part of our District's strategic plan is to enhance parent engagement at all of our schools.
As a precursor to engagement, we believe it is very important for us to create opportunities for our
parents to become more involved in school activities. One such opportunity that is available to our
parents is the annual curriculum night hosted by our staff at all four schools.
The curriculum nights are designed to give parents an opportunity to meet their children's teachers
and to provide parents an overview of the curriculum that will be introduced to children throughout
the school year. After very successful curriculum nights were hosted at Spaulding and River Trail
Schools last week, on Thursday, the Viking School staff welcomed
middle school parents to their buildings. As I shared with our
readers on the first page, parents of middle school students are
being introduced to standards based grading this year, and in
addition to meeting their children's teachers, Viking School parents
learned more about Family Access in Skyward and standards based
grading.
We look forward to providing you other opportunities to become
involved in our school community and are anxious to hear some of
your suggestions on how we might accomplish that goal. Our fourth
and final curriculum night will be at Prairie Trail School on
September 15th. I hope to see you there.

Weekly Building
Walkthroughs

BE A PART OF THE BAND!
Beginning band registration is now open! Students in 4th and 5th grade received a packet
of information to bring home this week about beginning band; make sure you ask your
student about it. Registration forms are due by September 16th, or you can fill out the
registration online found on the band website. All info about band program can be found
on the band website, http://gurnee56bands.weebly.com/4th-5th-grade-band.html
If you have any questions please feel free to e-mail Sarah Farster at sfarster@d56.org

Bus Drivers
Needed
Gurnee District 56 is now hiring
School Bus Drivers.
Contact Alex Stewart via email
astewart@d56.org or by phone at
847-336-8997.

PTO News
I want to take a moment to thank everyone who joined us at MOD Pizza for their Grand
Opening Celebration on August 19, 2016. It was great to see so many D56 families were
able to show their Viking Pride by attending this first fundraiser of the year.
MOD Pizza has chosen D56 PTO as their charity partner. Each MOD Pizza restaurant
chooses a different nonprofit agency with whom to work , D56 PTO was lucky enough
to be chosen as their partner! They call this, “Spreading the MODness.”

The first fundraising event was a huge success. All pizza sales on Opening Day came back
to our D56 PTO raising $5,081.85. We will be hosting other fundraisers with MOD Pizza
in the future.
We are SO excited to have MOD Pizza as our charity partner!
Jessie Ritter
D56 PTO

Oﬃcer Baker’s Final “Poem” to District 56 Students

MY D56 STUDENTS
Not every child is born the same,
some are luckier than the rest.
Less fortunate ones are victims,
discovered through trials and tests.

These titles we place on them
Are rarely ever true;
Because in their little minds and hearts
Their bad intentions are few.

What I have learned over many years
That took heartache to be uncovered;
Is that everyone has a special gift
That is waiting to be discovered.

So when you see a child acting out,
Remember these words I speak;
The world is hard on everyone
And even adults can be weak.

Children do the best they can
With the tools they have been shown.
I teach Courage, Honor and Integrity
So these traits they forever own.

GURNEE POLICE & SRO OFFICER
DARREN BAKER # 117

Do you need
help for
yourself or
a friend?

Text-A-Tip is a crisis helpline that youth can use to anonymously
text with a counselor about concerns about themselves or a friend.

If in crisis, go to an emergency room or call 911. More info — www.HCHYStopTheStigma.com
Original artwork by WTHS students Eunice De La Cruz and Shannon Dunn

A Parent Supported Program

FRIDAY NIGHT
ALTERNATIVE
First Dance is September 30th

Dancing, DJ, Basketball, Pizza,
Karaoke

Kids can have a
great time
dancing to a DJ,
eating pizza with
friends or
shooting baskets in the
gym.
We Welcome All District
50, 56 and any other
students in Warren
Township grades 6-8.

6 Dances and a
Pool Party
$10-15
Must be a Warren
Township resident
and in grades 6-8

Sponsored by Warren Township Youth Services

Questions-- 847-244-1101 Ext. *401
Register at www.wtyouthservices.com/fna-events

