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DECEMBER 23, 2016

D R . J O H N H U T TO N, S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM GURNEE DISTRICT 56
December is always a very busy month in schools. This year, with our calendar more closely aligned
with the Warren High School calendar, we have almost one additional week of school in December.
While being at school this week, we experienced another bitter cold morning with wind chills in the -20
degree range. Technically, we are still in the fall season, and to experience temperatures at that level
in December makes one wonder what the rest of this winter’s months are going to be like. The
additional week did allow us to schedule our choir and band concerts in different weeks. We have a
number of students who participate in both choir and band, and this gave them a little rest in between
their performances. I hope many of you were able to see the concerts live or were able to stream them
from our website. The skills of our students in the arts are just phenomenal, and that includes the
outstanding performances from our drama students in their production earlier this month. It was also
very neat to see Mr. Bandman come out of retirement to direct our Beginning Band last week. His
contributions to Gurnee District 56 are still greatly appreciated.
We also hosted a tour at River Trail School for interested superintendents to view our K-2 Code to the
Future program. Our students and staff did a great job of demonstrating the positive contributions
coding is making in our school curriculum. As cool as the coding was to observe, the thing that stood
out during the visit was the school culture at River Trail School. As one of the attendees observed, the
coding was great to see, but Gurnee District 56 "wowed" us all.
I truly believe that we are experiencing our best year since I have been the superintendent. The Viking
School Library Project, the infusion of STEM principles into D56 curriculum, and our commitment to a
more civil and respectful environment has allowed us to move a great
school district to a greater school district. It is not always easy to see
greatness at the time it is occurring, but I can tell you that all of us can see
it as it is happening. I am so proud of our students, staff, and parents who
have worked collaboratively to create this awesome learning environment
that we experience at 56.
As the winter holidays approach us, on behalf of the Board of Education,
please accept my best wishes for a Happy Holiday Season and a Happy
New Year!
GURNEE DISTRICT 56 BOARD OF EDUCATION
Dr. Jim Blockinger

Becky Kotsinis

Odie Pahl

Mark Pos

Lynn Schroetter

Helen Scott

Brian Weir

Getting to Know Mrs. Debra Hendricks
1st Grade Teacher
Mrs. Deb Hendricks has been a District 56 teacher for 12
years. She graduated from Carthage College with a BA in
elementary education and an MA in Curriculum and
Instruction with an endorsement in ESL from The
American College of Education.
Before she began
working at District 56, she taught for 10 years at Westlake
Christian Academy, where her children attended school.
Mrs. Hendricks has been married to Jeff for almost 18
years. Together they have four children and six
grandchildren.
In her spare time she likes to golf with her husband, read
good books, and do a little cooking. She and her husband
spend lots of time being Gigi and Papi to their grandkids!
One of her favorite things to do is serve for a week or so
every summer at Camp Zion in Door County, WI. She grew
up going there as a kid; her children went there each
summer through high school; and now her grandchildren
are attending the camp!

Tweet
of the
Week

Young Citizens Award
Each month the Gurnee Exchange Club honors students with the Young Citizens Award. This award is
presented to students who demonstrate scholarship, service, leadership, and good citizenship on a daily basis.
This month, Cooper Stacey and Amber Jones received this award. Congratulations Cooper and Amber for
being great ambassadors for D56 schools.
Cooper Stacey is a 7th
grader at River Trail
School. He is the Vice
President of the
Student Service
Council and a member
of NJHS and 7th grade
Viking Basketball Team
that just completed a
great season. Cooper
is respected by all his
teachers and peers due
to his kindness and
thoughtfulness while
always being able to
add a little humor

The proceeds from the 23rd
Annual Jon Callaghan Memorial
Tu r k e y Tr o t w e r e r e c e n t l y
distributed to this year’s recipients.
The distribution event was held at
the Gurnee Police Department.
The Gurnee Turkey Trot, is a 5k
run/walk fundraiser and is
organized by the Gurnee
Community Church. A total of
$12,700 in net proceeds was
raised. The proceeds are
distributed to four local
organizations, with the Gurnee
School District 56 Special Needs
Program being one of them.
Representatives from the Gurnee
Turkey Trot Committee, which
included Mike and Kim Callaghan,
Jon’s parents, distributed the
check to for District 56 to Tami
Kroc, Director of Pupil Services.

Amber Jones is a 7th
g r a d e r f r o m Vi k i n g
School. She is an
excellent student and a
wonderful role model
for her peers. She is
active in school and
community activities,
and despite her busy
s c h e d u l e , s h e
consistently turns in
quality work that is on
time. She is also quite
caring, and always has
a kind word and a smile
to share. We are lucky
to have Amber at Viking
School.

Jon Callaghan
Memorial
Turkey Trot

As schools get ready for winter break, it’s a perfect time to make sure you are prepared for the
inclement weather that the season can bring. A key step is having a reliable system, like School
Messenger, to get important communications sent to you. Once the decision is made to close
school, a message is sent to parents though the School Messenger system. From parent
feedback, we know that your preference is to receive these types of messages the night before.
It gives you more opportunity to plan for things like transportation and child care as parents
aren’t always able to stay home with their children.
It’s not always an option to send messages the night before, and that’s where knowing how
parents prefer to receive messages (phone, text, email, etc.) is so powerful. The best and easiest
way to have parents identify preferences is to have you set those preferences at
schoolmessenger.com/start.
When you access this link, you would then click Sign Up
in the upper right hand corner of the screen. From there
you can click Preferences in the upper right hand corner
and review, change, or add contact information and
preferences. Through this website, you can also review
any and all messages that have been previously sent to
you.
If you have any questions regarding how to sign up and
set preferences, please communicate through our “Let’s
Talk” portal located on the main page of the District’s
website.

District 56 Fantasy Fitness
Forty-six District 56 staff members participated in a "fantasy fitness" competition over the past three
months. The participants enjoyed the friendly competition that encouraged a healthy and active lifestyle.
Pictured here are some of the staff who won different segments of the competition.

Viking School 6th Grade Health Fair
The Viking 6th Grade
Health Fair was a huge
success. Our community
really pulled together for
the sake of our students.
We would like to thank
Northwestern Medicine
Lake Forest Hospital,
Prairie Orthodontics,
Gurnee
Police
D e p a r t m e n t , Wa r re n
Township High School/
Athletico, Ellis Therapy
and Fitness and Candace
Stack for taking the time
to help educate our 6th
grade students on the
importance of health and
wellness.
Their generosity and
knowledge leaves a
lasting impact on our
school community and we
look forward to working
with them again next
year.
Thank you
Laura Liphardt & Angela
Jansen

1st Grade Musical at River Trail
Mr. Kimmel, Ms. Gilbert, and Mrs. Mansour were proud to
present the River Trail 1st Graders in “The Littlest Reindeer”
on Wednesday, December 21st. All of the students had a
speaking part to help tell the story, and Santa and The Littlest
Reindeer had many lines they delivered with great poise and
polish. Congratulations to all the River Trail 1st Graders on a
wonderful performance!

District 56
Choir Concert &
Band Winter Tour
December 2016

Getting in the spirit of the Holiday!
Ugly Sweater Day at River Trail School!

We hope you enjoy your winter break
December 23, 2016 through January 6, 2017.
Please Note:
The District Office will be
closed on the following dates:
Friday, December 23rd,
Monday, December 26th,
Friday, December 30th,
and Monday, January 2nd.

When: January 27, 2017
Time: Doors will open at 6:00 PM
Zootopia will begin at 6:30 PM
Where: River Trail School
Cost:

Free * Free * Free

Details:
Bring the whole family to enjoy a
free event sponsored by the D56
PTO. All D56 families are welcome.
All children must be accompanied by
an adult. Bring blankets or snacks
and enjoy the show.
*Concessions will be available
for purchase*

Bowling Bash!!
Date: Sunday, January 15, 2017
Time: 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Where: Bertrand Bowling Lanes
2616 Washington St., Waukegan
Cost: $7 per person. Includes 2 games and shoes.
Proceeds benefit District 56 Bands.
Bring the whole family! Invite your District 56 friends!
(Students must be supervised by an adult.)
Arrive to start bowling anytime between 12:00 and 4:00. If you
are bowling with friends, meet at the same time to get a lane
together.
Pay $7 per person when you arrive at the event.
Play the famous Trivia Game for fun prizes!
Purchase $2 tickets for the Cash Raffle! (Winners will be drawn
at 3:45. Winners need not be present.)
Questions? Contact Tammy at habelhome@sbcglobal.net

Thank you for your support of the District 56 Band Program!!
We can’t wait to see you there!
www.gurnee56bands.weebly.com

Library Closings
The library will be closed December 24
& 25 for Christmas and December 31 &
January 1 for New Years.

Los Hermanos Escamilla
Jueves, 26 de Enero, 7pm
Evento Familiar. Demonstraciones de
lazo, estilos americans y charro! ¡Hasta
seis lazos al mismo tiempo! Vengan a
ver este espectáculo y se maravillarán.
Los niños deberán estar acompañados
por un adulto. Registrarse.

Escamilla Brothers
Thurs., Jan. 26, 7pm
Families. Exciting rope tricks in both
Western rodeo and Charreada styles!
Up to six ropes at a time! Join us and be
amazed. All children must be
accompanied by an adult. Registration
is required.

Movie Matinee

January 2017

Upcoming Programs
The library offers enriching and fun programs for kids of all ages. Listed
below are programs that will run in December. Register online at
www.wnpl.info by clicking on the “Calendar” link.

Activities for Kids in Elementary Grades
Sensory Movie Matinee
Sun., Jan. 15, 2-4pm
The Secret Life of Pets Rated PG
All ages with an adult. Sensory-friendly screenings are designed for
children with special needs, with quieter volume and turned-up lights.
Animal crackers and water will be provided, or you can bring your own
snacks. Registration is required.
Prairie Trail School Night @ WNPL
Thurs., Jan. 19, 6-7pm
All ages with adult. Join your favorite teachers and school staff when
they visit WNPL. Come for a fun-filled night with your school! Register
everyone who is attending.

Especially for Teens

(Grades 6 -12)

Anime & Manga Club
Wed., Jan. 18, 4-5:30pm
Share your interest in anime and manga with other fans. Anime
screenings, food and giveaways at every meeting. Registration is not
required.

Mulan Rated G
Mon., Jan. 16, 2pm
All ages. Children must be accompanied
by an adult. Animal crackers will be
served. Registration is not required.

Open Drawing in The Vault
Wed., Jan. 18, 7-8pm
Do you love to draw? Drop in to learn techniques from other teens, share
ideas, or just hang out and doodle! All skill levels are welcome. Supplies
and drawing books provided. Registration is not required.

New Reads Corner

Pokémon Go: Pokémon Fandom Bash
Sat., Jan. 21, 2-3:30pm
If you love Pokémon, come nerd out with us. Games, snacks, crafts, and
of course hunting for Pokémon! Come to the library and catch ‘em all!
Registration is required.

A Family Is a Family Is a Family
(O’Leary) Pre-K - Gr. 2
Ugly (Hoge) Gr. 3-7
The Secret Life of Lincoln Jones
(VanDraanen) Gr. 4-6
The Distance to Home (Bishop) Gr. 4-6
Splat! The Most Exciting Artists of All Time
(Richards) Gr. 4-6

The Girl Who Drank the Moon (Barnhill)
Gr. 4-6

Ms. Bixby’s Last Day (Anderson) Gr. 4-6
Catching a Storyfish (Harrington) Gr. 4-7
The Most Important Thing (Avi) Gr. 5 & up

Please feel free to copy and/or distribute this newsletter throughout your
school. If you have any questions, please contact us at (847)244-5150, Ext.
3050, or youth1@wnpl.info.
Warren-Newport Public Library District
224 N. O’Plaine Road, Gurnee, IL 60031
847-244-5150
www.wnpl.info

Jane Friess, School Liaison
jfriess@wnpl.info

Gurnee District 56
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Did you know that Spaulding School has a
preschool program? There are two types of
classrooms, depending on the needs of the
children, and they both help children get ready
for kindergarten. The District 56 Preschool
Program is for children who are 3,4, or 5 years
old, who meet certain criteria to qualify for the
program. If you are interested in finding out
whether your child may qualify for our Preschool
Program, please call Spaulding School at
847-662-3701.

The 2016/2017 yearbook is on sale now for only $25 until February
17th. The price will increase to $30 on February 18, 2017. This is the
lowest price of the year so buy your yearbook now! Reserve your copy
online at www.PictavoCommunity.com or bring the completed order
form below and cash or check (made out to District 56) to the main
office.
The deadline to order is March 3, 2017.
Online Ordering Instructions: (a minimal processing fee is added when ordering online and using a credit card)
• Go to www.PictavoCommunity.com
• Click on the blue bar: ‘Shop your School’
• Find ‘River Trail School’ using the drop-down menus:
• (Select the state, city and school name)

•

Select ‘Yearbooks’ or ‘Personalized Yearbook’
(personalize your students yearbook for an additional $9. Their name or a
quote, plus up to 4 icons will be inscribed on the front of the book)

• Click ‘Order’ and ‘Add to Cart’
• Enter your students name and select their Grade/Homeroom.
• Agree to Pictavo Terms of Sale and proceed to ‘Checkout’.
USE THIS ORDER FORM TO ORDER A YEARBOOK USING CASH OR CHECK
Student Name:___________________________________________________
Teacher Name:___________________________________________________
Number of Yearbooks __________ x $25 = ____________________________
Method of payment: Cash

OR Check #______________________________

**Please return to Miss. Gozun**

