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DECEMBER 16, 2016
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Weather and School Closings
The official start of winter is less than one week away, but winter made an abrupt appearance this week with temperatures
and wind chills recorded at late January levels. I know the Farmer's Almanac has predicted a brutally cold winter for the
Midwest, and based on this past week, it is hard to dispute that; however, meteorologist, Tom Skilling, who believes that
warm fall weather always precedes more moderate winters, is on record as saying he is not sure the Farmer's Almanac is
correct. In either case, as a school superintendent, following weather conditions becomes an important aspect of my job.
As an superintendent of an elementary school district, I attempt to make our decisions regarding
school cancellations as early as possible with the night prior to the day of cancellation being my
goal whenever possible. To do that, I am required to place a heavy reliance on the weather
forecast, and that is the uneasy part of the decision. On Thursday, for example, the wind chill
was predicted to be between 25 and 30 degrees below zero prompting a wind chill advisory from
the National Weather Service.
Those wind chill temperatures are biting and would be
approaching a level of concern for us, but in actuality, the wind chill temperatures on Thursday at
7:00 am were 16 degrees below zero. Again, those temperatures are uncomfortable but were
not at a school closing level. The dilemma I face as the decision maker in this process, in an
effort to make an early decision to assist families with day care issues, how much confidence do
I place in the weather forecast?
As I am sure most of you know, Gurnee District 56 is part of a pilot program with the state to
conduct virtual school days, students learning from home (eLearning), when weather conditions
dictate that I close school for the safety of our students and staff. We were part of the pilot program last year too, but
fortunately, were not required to close school last year. Last year, as a school district, we were not prepared to use a virtual
learning day in lieu of a school cancellation day. Our staff has worked very hard over the last year, and now we are well
prepared to make an eLearning day a positive experience for our students, staff, and parents when we are required to close
school. I would like to encourage you to visit our website to learn more about the eLearning day experience at Gurnee
District 56 and contact your child's school for additional information about eLearning days.
If a decision is made to replace a school day with an eLearning day because of weather conditions, we will call all of the
numbers you provided us on your registration information, and will also place the information on our website, facebook, and
twitter. Please do not call the District Office, the transportation center, or your child's school; we will make every attempt to
keep those lines open in case of an emergency.
I have been tracking the weather for Sunday night into Monday morning for most of this past week. We will be sending
iPads home with all students on Friday night, in preparation for a possible eLearning day on Monday. Again, the final
decision regarding school on Monday will be made on Sunday if possible. I would like to provide everyone notice at this
time that based on the weather forecast at this time, strong consideration is being given to using an eLearning day on
Monday in lieu of a regular school day. Thank you for your support of our schools.
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Getting to Know Mrs. Christine Okasinski
Lunchroom Supervisor
Mrs. Chris Okasinski has been a District 56
lunchroom supervisor for 22 years. She also
works part-time at Kohl’s Department Store.
Mrs. Okasinski enjoys working with the
students and staff that make up the Spaulding
community. She says it is rewarding to know
that her time spent with the children during
recess/lunchroom matters to so many of the
students.
Mrs. Okasinski was born and raised in Detroit,
Michigan. Her family relocated to Illinois in
1977. She has four children, three daughters
and one son.
She also has four
grandchildren with another one on the way!
In her free time she enjoys baking, spending
time with her family, and attending her
grandchildren’s sporting events. Thank you
Mrs. Okasinski for your 22 years of service.

Tweet
of the
Week

Channel 56 at River Trail School
The River Trail School 8th grade technology class produces a live
morning news show every day called Channel 56. Using the Live:Air
app, the students stream morning announcements, the Pledge of
Allegiance, birthdays, and the lunch menu to all the River Trail
classrooms on U Stream.
The 8th graders write the scripts,
communicate with teachers, create commercials for upcoming events,
are behind the scenes running the video board on Live:Air, and are on
screen delivering the news. Second semester, these 8th graders will
train the 7th grade tech class to take over production of Channel 56.

Statewide Conference for Teachers
Serving Linguistically & Culturally
Diverse Students
Mrs. Miriam Torres, Bilingual Coordinator for District 56,
was a presenter at the 40th Annual Statewide Bilingual
Conference on December 7th. Her presentation focused
on how Gurnee District 56 has moved our Transitional
Bilingual Early Exit Program to a One Way Dual Language
program. The district goal is to promote bilingualism and
biliteracy for students who are from Spanish speaking
homes. By doing so we can better prepare them for their
future with the ability to listen, speak, read and write in
both English and Spanish. Additionally, we provide them
with the opportunity to learn two languages while
mastering high academic standards.

2nd Grade Concert at
Spaulding School
The 2nd grade concert was rescheduled from November
17th to December 13th due to Mrs. Reuter's hospital visit
for pneumonia. We are all very happy that she is doing
well.
The kids performed very well and everyone in
attendance enjoyed the show. Selections that the students
sang were all related to the ways in which we all make our
own music. There was a very cute kazoo performance that
made everyone chuckle. The students worked very hard
on their show and performed with great enthusiasm.

On Wednesday, superintendents and school personnel from northeast Illinois visited River Trail School
to observe our kindergarten through second grade students using coding to enhance their Gurnee
District 56 learning experience. As our Code to the Future partners stated, everyone in attendance was
"wowed" by our school district. Even though I visit schools regularly and know what to expect in
classrooms, I must tell you that I was "wowed" by what I observed from our students and staff too. I am
so proud of the learning environment that we have established at Gurnee District 56 and can boast
without hesitation that no one provides a better learning environment for children than we do in this
school district. I know from talking to many of you at school functions that you feel exactly the same way
I do about the education your children are receiving in our schools.

District 56 Freeze Order Protection Plans
We have reached that time of year when temperatures can become a threat to our facilities. At this
time, the district implements our “Freeze Order Protection Plan”. These plans have been
developed and fine-tuned over the years to protect our buildings. The custodial and maintenance
department puts the plan into action by doing the following things:
• Ceiling tiles are moved to allow heat to areas where critical piping goes to the outside of the
building.
• Outside dampers are closed to protect heating coils.
• Doors are left open to facilitate heated air flow in and out of stagnant rooms, such as, store
rooms.
• Air handlers and univentilators will be left on through out the night to keep the temperature
in the rooms consistent.
• Cabinet doors with piping inside will be left open.
Some quick tips for your home:
• Leave your cabinet doors open that have sinks above and are
on an exterior wall.
• Switch the fan to the on position on your furnace to promote
even heating flow to all your rooms.
• Check and change furnace filters.
• A slow drip from a faucet will keep pipes from freezing.
(Hot water pipes always freeze first.)
• If pipes do freeze, shut the water off at your main shut-off as soon as possible to prevent
additional damage.

Cold Weather & Recess
Our students go outside every day for recess if
the temperature is above 10 degrees.
Please make sure your children come to
school dressed warmly every day. They should
wear a warm coat, hat, gloves/mittens, snow
pants and boots.
We want our children to enjoy playing outside,
but we also want them to be safe in the winter
weather.

The schools are closed for winter break
December 23, 2016 through January 6, 2017.
School resumes on January 9th, 2017.
The District Office will be closed on the following dates:
Friday, December 23rd and Monday, December 26th.
Friday, December 30th and Monday, January 2nd.

Intermediate
Band Concert
December 8, 2016

Weekly Walkthroughs

PTO News
The D56 PTO wants to send out a HUGE Thank You to all who volunteered, and
made the Holiday Shop a success last weekend.
First and foremost, I would like to thank Melanie Palo. Without Melanie this event would not have happened.
She organized the Holiday Shop over the past several months, and the D56 PTO could not have done it without
her! Thank you so much to Melanie for all of her hard work.
We would also like to recognize the individuals, families and businesses that helped this event run smoothly.
The individuals/families that signed up to volunteer were:
D56 Administrators
56 Custodial Staff
D56 Staff
Glenn Eikenberry
Steve Boswell
Jess Ceisel
Megan Horwitz
Sandy Demyanovich
Lisa McLeRoy
Davis Schopf
Donna Johnson
Amy Kendall
Emily & Alex Wachter
Aimee Redding
Lydia, Max, & Zoe Scher
Maria, Zach & Zandi Moreano

Bryan Micksch
Dave & Jodi McLellan
Bill & Ava Palo
Amy Kostadinov
Amy & Abby Gramer
Rachel Heifer
Cooper Stacey
Priyanka Shah
Leslie Lopez
Karen Bromley
Stacey Gritz
Hope Gaecke
Gabriela Navarro
David & Henry Schopf
Stacy Ambrosini

Faith Reidinger
Chrissy Hecker
Jenny Kahn
David Lara
Catrina & Sarah Copenharve
Romie Bloom
Kathy Kibitlewski
Emilia Marquez
Christine Frascello
D56 Girl Scouts
Josh & Michelle Sachetti
Karen Silge
Colton Wood
Barbara Roman
Deirdre Schmid

An additional Thank You for these businesses who very generously donated
goods to the Holiday Shop:
Fast Signs of Northbrook
Mama K's
Gurnee Doughnuts
Sunset House Restaurant in Waukegan
If you are interested in volunteering and would like to be added to the PTO
volunteer list, please send your name, phone number and preferred e-mail to:
gurnee56pto@gmail.com. When volunteers are needed to assist with an
activity you will receive an email request with the volunteer dates and times
from signup.com.
Jessie Ritter
D56 PTO

Alex Hamlin
Patty Harrison
Beth Dostal
Carolyn Serdar
Laura Gajauskas
Amy Ball
JoAnn Charleston
Danielle Eckels
Kim Daniel
Ilene Kile
Alex Velasquez
Alex Senko
Tina Inman
Aaron Dallstream

Bowling Bash!!
Date: Sunday, January 15, 2017
Time: 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Where: Bertrand Bowling Lanes
2616 Washington St., Waukegan
Cost: $7 per person. Includes 2 games and shoes.
Proceeds benefit District 56 Bands.
Bring the whole family! Invite your District 56 friends!
(Students must be supervised by an adult.)
Arrive to start bowling anytime between 12:00 and 4:00. If you
are bowling with friends, meet at the same time to get a lane
together.
Pay $7 per person when you arrive at the event.
Play the famous Trivia Game for fun prizes!
Purchase $2 tickets for the Cash Raffle! (Winners will be drawn
at 3:45. Winners need not be present.)
Questions? Contact Tammy at habelhome@sbcglobal.net

Thank you for your support of the District 56 Band Program!!
We can’t wait to see you there!
www.gurnee56bands.weebly.com
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If you're staying in town, you do not want
to miss our Winter Break Camp this December
and January as our outgoing and
experienced coaches will help to give boys
and girls PreK-5th grade a taste of
what it's like to be at Hi-Five Sports Camp!!
!

Sports like Soccer, Flag FB, Dodgeball
& Gaga Ball are just the beginning!!
With this starting lineup plus a ton
of other activities being offered each
day, it will truly be an all-sports
extravaganza at Hi-Five Sports Gurnee this winter break!!
PLUS: Hot lunch options available ($6.00 per day)!!
SESSION 1: December 27-30, 2016
SESSION 2: January 2-6, 2017"
!

AGES: Boys & Girls
PreK - 5th Grade"
" "
!

TIMES: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM"
!

Session 1 (4 Days): $160
Session 2 (5 Days): $200
Sessions 1&2 (9 Days): $320"
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FEES: Daily Option: $40
(Paid in Advance)"
" "
" " * Daily Drop In: $50
" " (Paid at the Door)"

S CA

www.hifivesports.com"
847.456.2617 | 847.910.0695"

gurnee@hifivesports.com

IN TOWN?

Spend Your Break

With HI-FIVE!!
HI-FIVE SPORTS - GURNEE"
WINTER BREAK CAMP @"
!
LIBERTYVILLE SPORTS
COMPLEX"
1950 N. HIGHWAY 45"
LIBERTYVILLE, IL 60048

YMCA Camp Duncan
Kids Day Out Program
YMCA Camp Duncan offers a wonderful opportunity for kids ages 4 thru 8th grade to be outside
and active during their days off school. Our school year program meets in the Main Lodge and
offers a variety of activities. Check your child’s school calendar and choose the dates that work
with your schedule.
Rate:
$48/day *includes all activities
Hours:
Program runs from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Extended care available at no extra cost
from 6:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Location:
Main Lodge
32405 N. Hwy 12
Ingleside, IL 60041
What to Bring:
Snack, sack lunch, and weather appropriate
clothing. Please have your child wear
gym shoes.
Activities:
Games, Arts and Crafts, Hiking, Archery,
Adventure Programs, and MUCH MORE!
Questions:
Contact the Camp Duncan office
847-546-8086 or dkiessel@ymcachicago.org
To Register:
Fill out the registration form
and mail, scan or fax to:
32405 N. Hwy 12
Ingleside, IL 60041
Fax: 847-546-3550

KIDS DAY OUT PROGRAM
DATES FOR 2016-2017
Friday 10/7/16 – Institute Day
Monday 10/10/16 – Columbus Day
Wednesday 11/23/16 – Fall Break
Monday 12/19/16 – Winter Break
Tuesday 12/20/16 – Winter Break
Wednesday 12/21/16 – Winter Break
Thursday 12/22/16 – Winter Break
Friday 12/23/16 – Winter Break
Monday 12/26/16 – Winter Break
Tuesday 12/27/16 – Winter Break
Wednesday 12/28/16 – Winter Break
Thursday 12/29/16 – Winter Break
Friday 12/30/16 – Winter Break
Monday 1/2/17 – Institute Day
Tuesday 1/3/17 – Institute Day
Monday 1/16/17 – MLK, Jr. Day
Friday 2/17/17 – Institute Day
Monday 2/20/17 – Presidents’ Day
Monday 3/27/17 – Spring Break
Tuesday 3/28/17 – Spring Break
Wednesday 3/29/17 – Spring Break
Thursday 3/30/17 – Spring Break
Friday 3/31/17 – Spring Break
Friday 4/14/17 – Institute Day
Monday 4/17/17 – Institute Day

Gurnee District 56
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Did you know that Spaulding School has a
preschool program? There are two types of
classrooms, depending on the needs of the
children, and they both help children get ready
for kindergarten. The District 56 Preschool
Program is for children who are 3,4, or 5 years
old, who meet certain criteria to qualify for the
program. If you are interested in finding out
whether your child may qualify for our Preschool
Program, please call Spaulding School at
847-662-3701.

The 2016/2017 yearbook is on sale now for only $25 until February
17th. The price will increase to $30 on February 18, 2017. This is the
lowest price of the year so buy your yearbook now! Reserve your copy
online at www.PictavoCommunity.com or bring the completed order
form below and cash or check (made out to District 56) to the main
office.
The deadline to order is March 3, 2017.
Online Ordering Instructions: (a minimal processing fee is added when ordering online and using a credit card)
• Go to www.PictavoCommunity.com
• Click on the blue bar: ‘Shop your School’
• Find ‘River Trail School’ using the drop-down menus:
• (Select the state, city and school name)

•

Select ‘Yearbooks’ or ‘Personalized Yearbook’
(personalize your students yearbook for an additional $9. Their name or a
quote, plus up to 4 icons will be inscribed on the front of the book)

• Click ‘Order’ and ‘Add to Cart’
• Enter your students name and select their Grade/Homeroom.
• Agree to Pictavo Terms of Sale and proceed to ‘Checkout’.
USE THIS ORDER FORM TO ORDER A YEARBOOK USING CASH OR CHECK
Student Name:___________________________________________________
Teacher Name:___________________________________________________
Number of Yearbooks __________ x $25 = ____________________________
Method of payment: Cash

OR Check #______________________________

**Please return to Miss. Gozun**

