W

E

E

K

L

Y

C

O

M

M

U

N

I

Q

U

E

NOVEMBER 18, 2016

D R . J O H N H U T TO N, S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Dr. Pacatte travels to Washington, D.C.

On Tuesday November 15, 2016, the U.S. Department of Education hosted superintendents
from across the country for the Superintendents in Personalized Learning Convening. This
invitation-only event brought approximately 50 educators together for a round table
discussion with the U.S. Department of Education and the White House Domestic Policy
Council. The discussion focused on the achievements seen in schools moving towards
personalized learning and the challenges ahead for districts striving to provide Next
Generation schooling for their students. Dr. Colleen Pacatte proudly represented Gurnee
School District 56 at this event.
Thomas Kalil, Deputy Director for Policy, White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy and Senior
Advisor for Science, Technology and Innovation,
National Economic Council, welcomed the participants
for full day of fact-finding and information sharing.
Topics included the state of education, personalized
learning implementation, solutions to connectivity
issues, open source and paid resources and
personalized professional development.
The participants represented districts that included
everything from small rural districts like Lindsay Unified
in Lindsay, California, to large urban districts like MiamiDade School District in Miami, Florida. Dr. Pacatte was
not only proud that her hometown school district was at
the table, but more so, that it was obvious Gurnee
School District 56 belonged at the table. Participants
were very interested in many D56 programs, including
coding, connectivity for all and Tech Trek.
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Getting to Know Mr. Dain Elman
Digital Literacy Coordinator
Mr. Dain Elman has been with District 56 since 2002 and
has spent 14 of those years as the technology teacher at
Viking. This is his first year in the role of STEM Director
for the District, where he enjoys creating opportunities
for students to use the latest technology and
engineering tools to solve exciting hands-on challenges.
He holds a Master’s of Arts in Secondary Education from
Roosevelt University and a Master’s of Science in
Education from Walden University with a specialization
in Integrating Technology in the Classroom.
While at District 56, Mr. Elman has served as track & field
coach, Destination Imagination coordinator, and sponsor
of STEM Club, Science Club, Technology Club, Viking
Voice student newspaper, and Yearbook Club.
He proudly lives in the District with his wife Karen, who
is also a teacher, and their daughter Kelsey, a 6th grader
at Viking. He enjoys taking trips each summer with his
family, during which they have visited 33 states. Mr. Elman also enjoys running and biking on the Des
Plaines River Trail and entering races on occasion. He ran the Chicago Marathon when he turned 30, and
again when he turned 40, so he has nearly ten years to prepare for his next marathon.

Tweet
of the
Week

Congratulations , Aimee Redding,
D56 Tech Trekker
Mrs. Aimee Redding, Spanish teacher at River Trail and Viking Schools is one of many D56
teachers participating in the D56 professional development game, Tech Trek. She is the @irst of
over 60 players to complete the challenge of earning all of the SAMR related point badges. Mrs.
Redding has challenged herself to earn badges for the successful integration of technology into
her instruction. As a successful Tech Trekker she has earned six badges for each level of the
SAMR model of technology integration and completed other required tasks to expand her
learning and improve her professional skills.
Created by Dr. Ruben Puentedura, SAMR is designed to help
educators integrate technology into teaching and learning.
Substitution uses the technology to replace practices already
being used in the instructional practice. Augmentation uses
technology to improve ef@icacy of a practice. Modi@ication
continues the enhancements that are noted in augmentation
but begins to open the door to an authentic audience for
students and creates substantial changes in the process as a
result of the technology in use. Rede@inition takes place
when activities are used that were previously inconceivable
without the technology.
Congratulations to Aimee Redding a true D56 trailblazer!

eLearning Day
The information on the website regarding eLearning has been updated. In advance of an
eLearning day, please review this information. Click on the links below to read the fact sheet
and watch the Parent Video developed by the district principals.

Click here to read the 'Frequently Asked Questions' Fact Sheet
Click here to watch the eLearning Parent Video

Teacher Rounds Continue at D56
Six teams of teachers from across three of the D56 schools will be
conducting Teacher Rounds during this school year. These teachers
will work collaboratively with their colleagues to observe, reflect,
discuss and strategize solutions to challenges they encounter as part
of the teaching and learning process. This is the third year for
Teacher Rounds at D56, and many teachers find the process to be a
powerful tool for higher levels of effectiveness in the classroom.
They enjoy observing other classrooms and learning from and
supporting one another in their desire to be the best teachers
possible.

Trustmark’s 2016 Impact Educator Grant
Program Helps Lake County Schools Promote
Healthy Lifestyles for Children
Congratula*ons to Spaulding School! The Trustmark Companies will be sponsoring their
Running Club this year! Mr. Wojciechowicz, the Physical Educa*on Teacher at Spaulding
School, applied for and received a $950 grant from Trustmark Companies. This will be the
fourth year of their generous support.
Trustmark applauds the eﬀorts of District 56 to promote a healthy lifestyle for our students.

As part of US*99 Country
Radio stations “10000 for the
Troops” initiative,
2nd
Grade students at River Trail
School made Holiday
Greetings and Thank You
cards to send to our soldiers
who are overseas and are
not able to come home for
the holidays.

Reminder:
December 9th, 2016
Teacher Inservice
Early Release - Schedule #1
Spaulding School - 11:45 am
Prairie Trail School - 10:35 am
River Trail School - 10:35 am
Viking School - 10:35 am
Click here to see the 2016/2017 District 56 School Calendar

5th Grade Outdoor Ed

Thanksgiving Feast at Spaulding
& River Trail Schools

You’re invited to a screening of…

at

River Trail School
Wednesday,
Topics Examined:
* Pre-School
* Summer Slide
* Elementary & Middle School
* Active Retrieval and LowStakes Testing
* Building Grit
* Blended Learning

December 7, 2016
7:00-7:15 Welcome
7:15-8:30 View select clips of the film
School of the Future
8:30-9:00 Panel discussion and Q&A

Come join other members of our community as we learn about innovations in
education, and how science and learning work hand in hand. All of which assists
us in creating learning environments that help each child reach their full
potential.

PTO News
Tis the season to be busy!!!
Looking for a fun Holiday activity the whole family can enjoy? Come out to the D56 Holiday shop. The
Holiday shop will be on December 10 at Viking School from 10:00 – 3:00.
Cross a few items off your to-do list by:
• Finishing your holiday shopping at one of our 80+ venders
• Taking photos with Santa without having to wait in the line at the Mall (Bring your camera)
• Letting the kids do their shopping at the Snowman Shop, one stop for everyone on their list
• Listening to the D56 Jazz Band play
• Shopping the Bake Sale so you don’t have to bake for your cookie exchange
• Giving back to our amazing district by volunteering; if you want to volunteer with your D56
student, make sure to sign up both of your names. (Click the link to volunteer, http://signup.com/go/
ZzDfaq. Not available that day, but want to help? Send a bake sale item to school with your student on
Friday, December 9th, by 10:00 AM.
Interested in learning more about the PTO and what we do? Come to our next meeting on Monday,
December 5, 2016. Meetings are held at 7:00 at the D56 District Office.
Thank you to everyone who supported the Spread the MODness event last week!
If you are interested in volunteering and would like to be added to the PTO Volunteer list, please send your
name, phone number and preferred e-mail to: gurnee56pto@gmail.com When volunteers are needed to
assist with an activity you will receive an email request with the volunteer dates and times from signup.com.

Jessie Ritter
D56 PTO

December 2016

Library Closings
The library will be closed December 24
& 25 for Christmas and December 31 &
January 1 for New Years.

Read-Review-Repeat
Students in grades 5-8 interested in
reviewing new books should stop by the
Youth Services Desk to pick up
information and your first book. Little,
Brown and Co. will provide Advanced
Reader Copies for completed reviews.
Supplies are limited.

Teen Photo Contest
Teens! Come and check out all of the
excellent submissions from the
November’s Teen Photo Contest
currently on display in The Vault.

New Reads Corner
Andy & Sandy and the First Snow
(dePaola) Pre-K - Gr. 1
Go, Otto, Go! (Milgrim) Pre-K - Gr. 1
Hey! That’s My Monster! (Noll) K - Gr. 2

My Favorite Pets (Birdsall) K- Gr. 3
Prairie Dog Song (Roth) Gr. 1-3
My Weird School Fast Facts: Sports
(Gutman) Gr. 2-5
BroBots and the Kaiju Kerfuffle! (Torres)
Gr. 2-5
The Creepy Case Files of Margo Maloo
(Weing) Gr. 3-6
Moo: a Novel (Creech) Gr. 3-6

The Land of Stories: A Treasury of
Classic Fairy Tales (Colfer) Gr. 3-7
Towers Falling (Rhodes) Gr. 4-6
DK Braille: It Can’t Be True! Gr. 4-7
Blood, bullets, and bones : the story of
forensic science from Sherlock Holmes
to DNA (Heos) Gr. 6 & Up

Upcoming Programs
The library offers enriching and fun programs for kids of all ages. Listed
below are programs that will run in December. Register online at
www.wnpl.info by clicking on the “Calendar” link.

Activities for Kids in Elementary Grades
Sensory Storytime: Winter Wonderland
Sat., Dec. 10, 2-3pm
Ages 4-8 with adult. These storytimes engage all of the senses through
music, movement, stories and play in a non-traditional format for children
who have autism, difficulties with sensory processing, or simply sitting
still. Registration is required.

Zootopia (en Español)

Sat., Dec. 17, 2-4pm
Bring beverages and snacks to watch this movie on our big screen in
Spanish. Animal crackers will be served. Raffle drawing will be held for
the DVD. All children must be accompanied by an adult. Registration is
not required.

Zootopia

SÁBADO, 17 DE DICIEMBRE, 2-4PM
Envento familiar. Traigan sus bebidas y bocadillos para ver la película
en español en nuestra pantalla gigante. Proveeremos galletas. Sortearemos un DVD de la pelicula. Los niños deberán estar acompañados por
un adulto. NO SE REQUIERE INSCRIPCIÓN

Especially for Teens

(Grades 6 -12)

TAG Team
Sat., Dec. 3, 10:30am-12pm
Teens are needed to plan new teen activities at the library. Light
refreshments served. Registration is required.
Ugly Sweater Workshop
Sat., Dec. 3, 1-3pm
Grades 6-12. Is your wardrobe ready for the holidays? Is that ugly
sweater not ugly enough? Bring your sweater and we will supply all kinds
of decorations to “enhance” it! Registration is required.
Anime & Manga Club
Wed., Dec. 14, 4-5:30pm
Share your interest in anime and manga with other fans. Anime
screenings,food and giveaways at every meeting. Registration is not
required.
Open Drawing
Wed., Dec. 14, 7-8pm
Do you love to draw? Drop in to learn techniques from other teens, share
ideas, or just hang out and doodle! All skill levels are welcome. Supplies
and drawing books provided. Registration is not required.

Please feel free to copy and/or distribute this newsletter throughout your school. If you have any questions, please contact us at
(847)244-5150, Ext. 3050, or youth1@wnpl.info.
Warren-Newport Public Library District
224 N. O’Plaine Road, Gurnee, IL 60031
847-244-5150
www.wnpl.info

Jane Friess, School Liaison
jfriess@wnpl.info

Gurnee District 56
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Did you know that Spaulding School has a
preschool program? There are two types of
classrooms, depending on the needs of the
children, and they both help children get ready
for kindergarten. The District 56 Preschool
Program is for children who are 3,4, or 5 years
old, who meet certain criteria to qualify for the
program. If you are interested in finding out
whether your child may qualify for our Preschool
Program, please call Spaulding School at
847-662-3701.

