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Partnerships and Educating All Children
"It takes a Village" is a phrase used to describe the importance of the "all in" philosophy necessary when
educating all children. As part of a Professional Learning Community, by definition, every adult who is a
part of the Gurnee District 56 school community is responsible for the education of every child. By
extending that definition beyond the school walls and into our community and beyond, we have
attempted to enlist as many partners as possible in offering all children a world-class education.
This school year, we have established new partnerships with some of our old partners as well as
partnerships with four new entities:
•

Otus- As a member of their Board of Directors, we are able to use
Otus at no cost while I am superintendent. Otus is providing us the
functionality to create a data warehouse that will provide teachers a
unique profile of all students based on the test data we have
accumulated from them over the years. This data warehouse will
protect the confidentiality of student data and will prove to be a
critical part of personalized learning for all students.

•

Warren High School- We are working with Warren High School to
provide all parents access to their children's buses through an
integrated GPS.

•

Fanning Howeyconsumption.

•

Park District- The Park District has partnered with the school district to give River Trail School
students new playground equipment.

•

Nutrition First- The School District is partnering with Nutrition First to provide all families a hot
lunch option for their children.

•

Foresters- Our newest partnership, Foresters Financial, has provided an awesome breakfast
option to those District students who have the greatest need.

Fanning Howey is working with Mr. Sean Smith to help us reduce energy

We are very excited about all of these new partnerships and the impact each will have on our children's
educational experiences. On behalf of the Board of Education, I want to welcome our new partners to the
school community.
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Getting to Know Mrs. Annette Aas
1st Grade Teacher
Mrs. Annette Aas has worked as a first grade
teacher for Gurnee District 56 for 22 years. She
has a masters degree in reading and an ESL
(English as a Second Language) endorsement.
Mrs. Aas has three children. Her favorite pastime
is spending time with her family.
Mrs. Aas’s
mother routinely volunteers as a teacher assistant
to her and is an integral part of the classroom.
The District thanks Mrs. Aas for her 22-year
commitment to our students and her outstanding
work on a daily basis in educating children!

Tweet
of the
Week

Spaulding School Teacher’s Assistants

Spaulding School has four Teachers’ Assistants who have a combined 69 years of employment at District 56.
Donna Hardt, Silvia Mariani and Lisa Grum are teachers’ assistants in Special Education and Lynn Grennie
is a teachers’ assistant for the Early Learning Preschool Program. We would like to thank them for their many
years of dedication to our District and students.
What a gift these past 20 years
have been! I love working with
the students, giving them a
boost and trying to understand
their way of thinking so I can
better help them. I've learned
so much from them as well as
the dedicated, fun-loving staff.
I'm blessed to be a part of
District 56.
- Donna Hardt
20 years

After working many years in
public safety then being home
to raise my kids, volunteering at
Spaulding School turned into a
job I have enjoyed for quite
awhile. Providing students with
the little extra help they may
need is what we teaching
assistants do, either with push in class support or an
intervention in a small group.
Making a positive difference in
the lives of children and seeing
their toothless smiles are the
best parts of what I get to do
everyday!
- Lisa Grum
17 years

(L to R) - Lisa Grum,
Donna Hardt,
Silvia Mariani,
Lynn Grennie
¡Hola!
I'm Silvia Mariani and am
currently working at Spaulding
School as a Parapro with
Bilingual and English speaking
students. It's a joy to work with
kids at this age and see their
faces when they realize that they
finally got it!
- Silvia Mariani
19 years

I have had the privilege of
working at Spaulding with our
youngest D56 population since
2004. I am the paraprofessional
for Mrs. Rachel Sutter's
Preschool For All classroom
which means I assist in meeting
the educational requirements of
those children in whatever
format that need may come in!! I
also plan our family nights and
field trips, work the preschool
screenings and purchase
supplies/snacks for the
program.
Our pre-k program is invaluable
to the 3-5 year olds who qualify.
The fact that they are 3-5, is,
and was, reason enough for me
to want to take this position.
What a great feeling to launch
these little children into their
primary education in an effort to
help them be the most
successful that they can be
going forward. The joy on their
faces that says they want to be
at school is invaluable.
- Lynn Grennie
13 years

Previous editions of the District 56 Weekly
Communique are on the district website at
d56.org. They are located under the drop
down tab “About D56” or “Parents”.
Click here to view previous editions of
the Weekly Communique

Young Citizens Award
The Gurnee Exchange Club honors students from Gurnee District 56 each month for demonstrating the
characteristics of citizenship, attitude, academics, service, and leadership. This month two outstanding students
from District 56 received the award.

John Gibes, an 8th grader at River Trail
School was chosen as a Young Citizen
for his great work ethic and desire to
learn at deep levels.
He is greatly
respected by his teachers and his peers.

District 56 Family
Meets President Obama
Edward Lim and Jose Lim, both 5th graders at
Prairie Trail School along with their younger
brother, Evan Lim, a 2nd grader at Spaulding
School recently received an opportunity to meet
President Obama. Edward said the reason they
got this opportunity is because his dad works for
someone in Chicago who knows the president (and
he is rich). This event was a fundraiser to raise
money for Democrats. Edward said they got to
shake President Obama’s hand, then the President
asked them a few questions and they got their
picture taken. They also had a Q and A lunch
where they were able to ask President Obama
questions. Edward said President Obama took ten
minutes to answer one question, adding descriptive
details and noble statements. It was an amazing
opportunity!

Naheeda Akhtar, an 8th grader at Viking
School is very quiet and reserved. She is
in NJHS and has been a hardworking
member for two years. She is the type of
student who receives a 97% on a math
test and still does the corrections. She is
always concerned about her learning.
She willingly assists other students when
they need support. Naheeda is also a
fantastic member of Team Lead. We are
so proud of all she does for our school!

Foresters Financial
Contributes to Breakfast
Program
As I discussed in my feature, front page article, the District is always looking for new partners to enhance
the learning environment for all students. Most recently, with the aide of Mayor Kovarik, our District was
able to start a new partnership with Foresters Financial. Mr. Jesse Stabile, an investment adviser
representative from Foresters, and I recently discussed ways that Foresters could work with the school
district to improve opportunities for students. After a short discussion, Mr. Stabile said Foresters would
like to contribute to the breakfast program that provides breakfast for our neediest students.
On November 5th, Foresters representatives, Mr. Simmons, Mrs. Cerone, and I filled 800 bags with five
breakfast items to be distributed to students at Prairie Trail and River Trail Schools. The food included in
the bags was purchased by Foresters. This five-piece breakfast goes way beyond our normal breakfast
offering to students and was extremely well received by our Prairie Trail School students on November
7th. Foresters has indicated a desire to continue the breakfast offering after January 1, 2017, in their new
business cycle.
On behalf of the Gurnee District 56 Board of Education, it is my pleasure to welcome Foresters to our
school community.

Spaulding School Mile Run
Spaulding School 1st and 2nd
graders recently completed the fall
mile run. Students are taught to
listen to their bodies and do the
best they can. Jaden Wright, a 1st
grade student, was the fastest
runner in the school, completing
the course in an amazing time of
7:44. Congratulations to all of the
students for working hard. Special
thanks to all of the parents and
other family members for assisting
with the race.

Veterans Day Facts
• Veterans Day is always
celebrated on November 11th.
• The correct spelling has no
apostrophe “because it is not a day
that ‘belongs’ to veterans, it is a day
for honoring all veterans.”
• Ve t e r a n s D a y w a s k n o w n a s
Armistice Day until 1954.
• The purpose of Veterans Day is to
thank retired military members who
are still living and to acknowledge
their contributions to our national
s e c u r i t y. W h i l e M e m o r i a l D a y
celebrates the lives of veterans who
have died while serving the country,
Ve t e r a n s D a y c e l e b r a t e s t h e
contributions of living members who
served in the armed forces.

District 56 Sports
Online forms to tryout for the Viking
Wrestling Team are due by next Friday,
November 18th.
Tryouts begin on Monday,
November 28th.
Thursday, November 10th

Parent-Teacher Conferences

District 56
Students Vote

We need you!
The D56 Holiday Shop is
on its way, and we are
looking for volunteers to
lend a hand.
You can click the link
below and sign up for the
time and area for which
you are interested in
volunteering!
http://signup.com/go/
ZzDfaq
I hope to see you there!
If you are interested in
volunteering and would
like to be added to the PTO
Volunteer list, please send
your name, phone number
and preferred e-mail to:
gurnee56pto@gmail.com .
When volunteers are
needed to assist with an
activity, you will receive an
email request with the
volunteer dates and times
from signup.com.
Jessie Ritter
D56 PTO

PTO
News

Viking Cheerleading Clinic

Vikings Cheerleading Clinic
The Vikings Cheerleaders are hosting a Cheer
Clinic for 4th, 5th, and 6th graders (D56 students

ONLY.) Participants will learn the sideline cheers
and perform it for the boys basketball game. The
clinic cost $10 and all participants will receive a
Viking Cheer Clinic Shirt (make checks payable to
District 56). For questions, please email Ms.
Gozun at Lgozun@d56.org. Fill out the form on
the back and turn it in the oﬃce by Nov. 22
(Prairie Trail, River Trail or Viking).

PRACTICE
Date: November 30, 2016
Time: 2:45-4:30pm
Location: Prarie Trail School
13600 W Wadsworth Rd, Wadsworth, IL 60083
Attire: Comfortable ShirtS, Shorts/Pants, Tennis Shoes.
PERFORMANCE DAY
Date: December 1, 2016
Time: 2:45-5:30pm
Location: Viking Middle School
4460 Old Grand Ave, Gurnee, IL 60031

Attire: Black pants, Viking Clinic Shirt and Tennis
shoes.

(Transportation will be provided to get to practice and the
game from PT, RT, and Viking. A ride must be arrange for pick
up for both practice and performance days.)

D56 PTO

• MOD Pizza •
6447 Grand Ave. Gurnee IL • 224-600-0242

Gurnee District 56
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Did you know that Spaulding School has a
preschool program? There are two types of
classrooms, depending on the needs of the
children, and they both help children get ready
for kindergarten. The District 56 Preschool
Program is for children who are 3,4, or 5 years
old, who meet certain criteria to qualify for the
program. If you are interested in finding out
whether your child may qualify for our Preschool
Program, please call Spaulding School at
847-662-3701.

The 2016/2017 yearbook is on sale now for only $25 until February
17th. The price will increase to $30 on February 18, 2017. This is the
lowest price of the year so buy your yearbook now! Reserve your copy
online at www.PictavoCommunity.com or bring the completed order
form below and cash or check (made out to District 56) to the main
office.
The deadline to order is March 3, 2017.
Online Ordering Instructions: (a minimal processing fee is added when ordering online and using a credit card)
• Go to www.PictavoCommunity.com
• Click on the blue bar: ‘Shop your School’
• Find ‘River Trail School’ using the drop-down menus:
• (Select the state, city and school name)

•

Select ‘Yearbooks’ or ‘Personalized Yearbook’
(personalize your students yearbook for an additional $9. Their name or a
quote, plus up to 4 icons will be inscribed on the front of the book)

• Click ‘Order’ and ‘Add to Cart’
• Enter your students name and select their Grade/Homeroom.
• Agree to Pictavo Terms of Sale and proceed to ‘Checkout’.
USE THIS ORDER FORM TO ORDER A YEARBOOK USING CASH OR CHECK
Student Name:___________________________________________________
Teacher Name:___________________________________________________
Number of Yearbooks __________ x $25 = ____________________________
Method of payment: Cash

OR Check #______________________________

**Please return to Miss. Gozun**

