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MARCH 17, 2017

D R . J O H N H U T TO N, S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Innovation and Creativity
I am often times asked how I developed my philosophy as a superintendent and must say that many of the principles I
ascribe to could be traced back to my coaching philosophy. In a school, there is no teacher that is more closely
scrutinized than a coach. When I coached high school basketball, there were over a thousand spectators in the
bleachers who were providing me frequent feedback on the performance of my team. Now that truly was an authentic
assessment.
One of the things I would tell my team was if you are not getting better, you are getting worse. My rationale was that if
they were not trying to get better, there were a number of teams at that same moment who were working harder than we
were to get better. Their hard work was making them competitively better. I feel the same way now as a
superintendent. If we do not continuously work to get better, there will be a number of districts that will out work us and
provide better opportunities for their students. To me, that is unacceptable; our students are awesome and deserve the
most inspiring education that we can provide them.
I am always amazed at the number of people, even people in management
positions, who believe the status quo is good enough and advocate for doing less.
That will never happen in this district under my watch. This district will always be
the beacon for all districts to follow in terms of innovation and creativity. We will
promote innovation and creativity and celebrate the accomplishments of those who
carry the torch on behalf of being innovative and creative. Our students deserve
nothing less than that. As consumers of our service, please do not ever accept
anything less than that from us.
Continuing that thread, we are looking at two new innovative programs that we will be introducing to you very soon. The
first is the introduction of on-line courses. As outlined in our vision statement, we are committed to making the student
the center of his/her learning environment. That is, students will be provided choice as to what they learn and how they
learn. In our first on-line course, we are going to offer students the opportunity to begin learning Spanish a year earlier,
during their 6th grade school year. If these students would like to learn Spanish earlier and continue to study it in more
depth, this new course will provide them an option to do so, but it will be the student's decision based upon their interest
in learning Spanish sooner. This will be a pilot program and more information about it will be shared with you soon.
With the amount of material to be learned in a school year becoming greater and greater, a new opportunity we have to
create additional learning opportunities for students is through on-line courses.
Secondly, we are looking at developing a summer lunch program for students from our families with the most need. The
program would be a partnership between the Park District and Gurnee 56. Both entities are very excited about the
program and are looking forward to sending you more information about it.
As I said earlier, if we are not getting better, then we are getting worse. I am very happy to report that we are definitely
getting better.
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Getting to Know Mr. Timothy Brackmann
7th/8th Grade Social Studies Teacher
Mr. Tim Brackmann has been working for
District 56 since 2005. He graduated from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison with
a Bachelor's degree in History from
National Lewis University with a Master's
degree in Teaching.
Mr. Brackmann’s family includes his wife,
Denise and two daughters, Beth and Lilly.
His hobbies are biking, playing folk music
on the guitar, working around the yard and
watching Badger football and basketball
games.

Here's the results of the February receipt collection, way to go River Trail School! And
Spaulding School is not far behind. A special thank you to all the parents for dropping off your
Gurnee Mills shopping receipts at the schools.
•
•
•
•

River Trail School – 5067 points
Woodland Elementary East – 4306 points
Spaulding School – 3177 points
Woodland Primary – 2514 points

UPDATE!

Tweet
of the
Week

@GurneeD56

Reading Night at River Trail School
River Trail hosted it’s first ever Family Reading Night on March 14th. Many River Trail
families attended. There was a variety of activities for families to take part in throughout
the night. There was a book swap set up for the families. Families could bring in a
book from home to swap for something new. There was a bookmark making station set
up in the art room. The students could color and create their very own bookmark for
their brand new book from the book swap. In the library, there were a variety of
readers. There was storytelling from Dr. Gold, bilingual stories, and several other staff
favorites being read aloud. The families were able to enjoy some book themed snacks
as they watched the Guess Who’s Behind the Book slideshow of staff with their favorite
books. It was a successful first of many Family Reading Nights at River Trail!

Spring Break 2017
March 27th through March 31st
All Schools will be closed
The District Office will be open
from 7:30am - 3:30pm

Category K-4th Grade
Genesis Contreras
4th Grader at Prairie Trail School

Winners

Category K-4th Grade
Genesis Contreras
4th Grader at Prairie Trail School

by
Category
(There was a tie
in the 5th-8th
Grade Category)

Category Parent
Allison Corder
Parent to Charles Corder
Kindergartener at River Trail School

Thank
you to all
students
and
parents
that
submitted
a poster.

Category 5th - 8th Grade
Noelle Cheong,
Kelsey Elman and
Julia Welch
6th Graders at Viking School

River Trail School is
“In The News”
Click here to read the article in
the Lake County News Sun

5th Grade Students
Receive Young
Citizens Award from
Exchange Club of
Gurnee
This month the Gurnee Exchange Club honored
two 5th grade students from District 56. Kaitlyn
Rose McCaughey attends Prairie Trail School and
Claire Venisnik attends River Trail School.
Congratulations to Kaitlyn and Claire for being
ambassadors for District 56 schools.

Kaitlyn Rose McCaughey

Kaitlyn is a role model
student. She is part of
the Great American
Club and helps out
members of the
community. Kaitlyn is
also part of both the
dance and drama club
at school. She is very
well rounded, friendly,
helpful,
and
motivated. Her mother
frequently volunteers
in our classroom as
well! Thank you
Kaitlyn for being
awesome.

Dr. Glickley
spoke very
highly of Claire,
saying she is a
very thoughtful
and helpful
student. She is
an invaluable
helper to her bus
driver
and
teachers.

Claire Venisnik

TRYOUTS
Boys’ Head Coach: Mr. Elman
delman@d56.org
336-2108 ex. 1211

Girls’ Head Coach: Ms. Randle
crandle@d56.org
336-2108 ex. 2302

Welcome to the 2017 Track & Field season at Viking and River Trail Schools! Students in grades 6, 7, and
8 are eligible for the team. All students interested in track should register online at vikingtrack.weebly.com
with the help of a parent or guardian.
We will offer some optional conditioning workouts for students who would like to prepare for tryouts.
These workouts will take place in the Viking gym and outside, so dress accordingly. River Trail students
should take the shuttle bus to Viking after school. Please have a ride waiting outside the Viking gym at 3:30.
Tryouts will begin after Spring Break. They will take place in the Viking gym and outside, so dress
accordingly. If you cannot attend one of the tryout days, please let your coach know ahead of time to insure
that we can give you enough attention on the day you are there. Please be picked up at the Viking gym
entrance at 4:00 during tryouts. There will be no phones available in the gym to call for a ride. A complete
calendar will be given to athletes who make the team. The final team rosters will be posted at several
locations in Viking and River Trail, as well as the website listed above, as soon as possible after tryouts end.
There are four teams in track: 8th grade boys, 8th grade girls, 7th grade boys, and 7th grade girls. The 6th
and 7th grade are combined and run as one team at the 7th grade level. All athlete MUST have a current
physical on file with the school nurse in order to participate in tryouts. You are expected to attend both days
of tryouts and if you make the team, you are expected to attend all scheduled practices and meets.
Practices will go until 4:00 or 4:30 and meets can go until 7:00 on week nights. There will also be up to 3
Saturday meets for those who qualify for postseason.

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

3/20

3/21

3/22

3/23

Optional conditioning
for BOYS until 3:30.

Optional conditioning
for GIRLS until 3:30.

Optional conditioning
for BOYS until 3:30.

Optional conditioning
for GIRLS until 3:30.

FRIDAY
3/24
NO CONDITIONING

SPRING BREAK - workout at home!
4/3

Tryouts until 4pm for:
• 8th grade boys
• 6th and 7th grade girls

4/10

Practice to 4:30 for those
who made the team:
• 8th grade boys
• 6th and 7th grade girls

4/4

4/5

4/6

4/7

Tryouts until 4pm for:
• 8th grade girls
• 6th and 7th grade boys

Tryouts until 4pm for:
• 8th grade boys
• 6th and 7th grade girls

NO TRYOUTS

Tryouts until 4pm for:
• 8th grade girls
• 6th and 7th grade boys

4/11

4/12

4/13

4/14

Practice to 4:30 for those
who made the team:
• 8th grade girls
• 6th and 7th grade boys

Practice to 4:30 for those
who made the team:
• 8th grade boys
• 6th and 7th grade girls

Practice to 4:30 for those
who made the team:
• 8th grade girls
• 6th and 7th grade boys

NO PRACTICE

Ways to Make Your Home Safe
by Sean Smith, Director of Buildings & Grounds
Most common code violations in your home are easily corrected for a safer
home. Building codes go a long way in assuring you that you live in a safe
house. But unless you check, you never know whether parts of your home need
upgrading to meet the current code or a new one.
The following common violations are easy to find and correct.
-Missing or defective GFCIs
Ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection is required for outlets in the kitchen, bathroom and garage
and for all outdoor circuits. It cuts power to a circuit if it detects a current change, protecting against
electrical shocks. Test for the presence of GFCIs by plugging a GFCI receptacle tester into an outlet in each
of these areas . It’ll detect whether there’s a GFCI on the circuit and other wiring problems, such as reverse
polarity and open grounds.
-Handrails without returns
Codes require handrails to have “returns,” meaning they need to turn and end at the wall. Returns keep
items such as sleeves and purse straps from getting caught on the end of the rails and causing a fall.
Handrails need to be placed 34 to 38 inches above the nose of the stair treads and must be 1-1/4 to 2-5/8
inches thick.
-Improper bathroom venting
Bathroom exhaust fans should vent to the outside either through the roof or the side of the house not into
the attic. Stick your head into the attic to see how yours is vented. Venting the warm, moist air into the attic
can cause rotting in the roof framing and sheathing, and may not properly rid the bathroom of moisture,
leading to mold and mildew.
-Missing deck flashing
Decks are sometimes a do-it-yourself project, and you will need to know all the codes to build your deck
correctly. Flashing needs to be installed between the deck ledger board and the house, and the ledger
needs to be firmly attached. Incorrectly installed ledgers are the main cause of problems in do-it-yourself
decks because the ledger may pull loose from the house. These decks can actually collapse, especially
when loaded with people.
-Misplaced smoke alarms
Codes require a smoke alarm on each level of the house and outside each bedroom. Some codes require
new homes to have a smoke alarm in each bedroom, hard-wired with a battery backup and interconnected
so if one activates, they all go off. Ceiling-mounted alarms should be installed at least 4 inches away from
walls, and wall-mounted alarms 4 to 12 inches down from the ceiling.
Here are some potentially dangerous, building code violations that are hard to locate and even harder to fix
because they’re buried behind finished walls. These include improper framing, excessively cut and notched
studs and joists, and inadequate connections between building materials.
As always, check with your local government agency to make sure you understand the codes for your area,
as this can be different in each village or city. Also ask if any permits are needed to perform any of this work.

Weekly Building
Walkthrough

Weekly Building
Walkthrough

Hello Parents,
Are you looking for a night out with the family? The D56 PTO is hosting Spring Fling!
This family dance will be on April 8 at 6:00 p.m. at Viking School. The cost is $10.00/
family if you preorder tickets. (Price is $20.00 at the door.) If you would like to order a
ticket, please print and order from the attached order form, or ask at your child’s school.
Each school has order forms available in the ofSice. Tickets will be distributed at the end
of the month.
Thanks so much for everyone who came to the PTO meeting Monday night, and to those
of you who joined us on Facebook during the meeting. For those of you who were
unable to attend, the meeting is now available on the District 56 PTO Facebook page. A
few topics covered include:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Spring Fling Plans
MyHotLunch
PTO Finances
Movie Nights
Upcoming Nominations
Teacher Requests
Library Wireless Scanners
Viking Greenhouse
Viking / River Trail – Graduation Dance DJ
Spaulding – Whiteboard Table
Spaulding – Field Day InSlatable Obstacle Course

If you are interested in volunteering and would like to be added to the PTO volunteer
list, please send your name, phone number and preferred e-mail to:
gurnee56pto@gmail.com. When volunteers are needed to assist with an activity, you
will receive an email request with the volunteer dates and times from signup.com.

Click here to go to the District 56 PTO website

Bring your favorite grown up and join us!!
This is a family dance and
not a drop off event.
April 8, 2017
6:00—7:30
Viking School
Preorder—$10.00/Family
At the Door—$20.00/Family
Make checks payable to D56 PTO
Please Print

Childs Name:
School:
Teacher:
# Attending:
Ticket will be delivered to your child’s school.

2017
Spring Break
Sports and Fitness Camp

Register
Now!
Space is
Limited!

This four day program’s focus is to
promote health, wellness and fun with
a variety of planned activities each
day. Participants can expect to play
team sports, swim, experience martial
arts and participate in group exercise
classes.
A snack will be provided; however,
campers need to bring a lunch
each day as well as come dressed
to be active in an indoor setting.
Don’t forget their swimming gear on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, as
they will be swimming at FitNation
Pool.

Do you need to extend your camper's
day? Parents have the option of
enrolling their child(ren) in Before
and After Camp. Campers will be
transported by bus to and from
FitNation each day. Camp will be
held at FitNation from 9:00a-3:00p.
Drop off before 9:00a and pick up
after 3:00p is at Hunt Club. (CM/RD)
Location:
Max/Min:
Classes:
Ages:

FitNation
20/10
1
8-12 yrs.

ID#
NR)
417320-01
417320-02
417320-03
417320-04

DATE DAY
3/27
3/27
3/27
3/27

417321-01
417321-02
417321-03
417321-04

Toddler Open Gym at
Hunt Club Park
Community Center

Bring your tot to play with scooters,
beanbags, balls and more through
March 30, 2017.
This is a non-structured active
environment for both you and your
child or grandchild to gather and
socialize. Parents/caregivers must
remain with children and supervise
their play. Toddler Open Gym is a
great place to play while dance and
preschool are in session!
Resident

TIME

FEE (R/

M
M
M
M

9:00a-3:00p
6:30a-3:00p
9:00a-6:00p
6:30a-6:00p

$43/$54
$48/$60
$48/$60
$58/$73

3/28
3/28
3/28
3/28

Tu
Tu
Tu
Tu

9:00a-3:00p
6:30a-3:00p
9:00a-6:00p
6:30a-6:00p

$43/$54
$48/$60
$48/$60
$58/$73

417322-01
417322-02
417322-03
417322-04

3/29
3/29
3/29
3/29

W
W
W
W

9:00a-3:00p
6:30a-3:00p
9:00a-6:00p
6:30a-6:00p

$43/$54
$48/$60
$48/$60
$58/$73

417323-01
417323-02
417323-03
417323-04

3/30
3/30
3/30
3/30

Th
Th
Th
Th

9:00a-3:00p
6:30a-3:00p
9:00a-6:00p
6:30a-6:00p

$43/$54
$48/$60
$48/$60
$58/$73

417324-01
417324-02
417324-03
417324-04

3/31
3/31
3/31
3/31

F
F
F
F

9:00a-3:00p
6:30a-3:00p
9:00a-6:00p
6:30a-6:00p

$43/$54
$48/$60
$48/$60
$58/$73

Daily Rate
10-Visit

$4
$35

Drop-In Basketball/
Volleyball/Pickleball at
Hunt Club
Gym shoes and proper attire must be
worn at all times. Children 8 years &
under must be accompanied by an
adult. Parents of children 9 - 11 years
must remain in the facility while their
children are in the gym.

Drop-in Swimming at
FitNation
Looking to swim this spring break?
Bring your family to FitNation (1655
Nations Drive, Gurnee). The daily
drop in fee is $6.00 per person. Fitness
members and children under 3 are
free. Times are subject to change.

Visit
gurneeparkdistrict.com/events
for drop in schedules.

Non-Residents

$5
$44

Rock Climbing Wall at
Hunt Club
Besides being a great aerobic
workout, rock climbing works almost
every muscle group in the body.
Climbing two or more times a week
improves strength, muscular and
cardiovascular endurance, and
flexibility. Climbers will use the auto
belay system. (A manual belay is
attached to the auto belay system by
our certified climbing wall attendant
for lighter climbers.)

Climbing Wall Hours & Fees
Residents Free ~ Non-Residents $1.00
See monthly gym calendar for days
and hours at GurneeParkDistrict.com.

Days Off School Programs
Do you need one day programs for
your District 50/56 children? We offer
day trips during spring break.

3/24
3/27
3/28
3/29
3/30
3/31

Rainforest Café
Gameworks
The Grove
Waterworks
Soldier Field Tour
Playground Games

Registration is underway!

Gurnee
Park District

PROMOTING FUN. PRESERVING NATURE.

GurneeParkDistrict.com • 847-623-7788

