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APRIL 21, 2017

D R . J O H N H U T TO N, S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Third Quarter Report Cards
On April 7th, report cards were distributed to students
reflecting their work over the first three quarters of this
school year. Although standards based report cards have
been used for several years in our K-5 program, this is the
first year students have received a standards based report
card in middle school.
Understanding that report cards are designed to
communicate student academic progress to parents, we
have elected to keep a traditional grade as part of the
reporting process because parents have a comfort level with
the A, B, C grades.
I have previously discussed the
limitations of traditional grades when attempting to share
attainment of the grade level standards. For that reason, we
have included a rubric based grading system to
communicate standards based proficiency for students on
our new middle school report cards.
The great thing about a rubric based system is that it is a continuum based on the assumption that
students will make incremental progress throughout the school year until the standard is attained. It is
very conceivable that a student could be assessed as 2 or 3 in a standard in October, and on April 21st,
the student is being rated a 4 or 5 on the same standard. That is very normal and is the expected growth
pattern for most children.
With that said, please make sure that you review the standards based grades shared with you by your
son/daughter's teachers. Is your child making progress toward attaining his/her grade level standards? It
is our hope after nearly seven months of schooling that all of our children have either met or are in the
process of meeting their grade level standards. If this is not the case, I would like to encourage you to
contact your son/daughter's classroom teacher to develop a plan to ensure he/she becomes proficient
with his/her grade level standards. I hope the standards based report cards are helpful to you and your
child and act as a catalyst to ensure that each child demonstrates at least one year of academic growth
for each year he/she is in school.
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Getting to Know Mrs. Margaret Hermann
Special Education Teacher
Mrs. Hermann had always wanted to be a teacher;
however, she ended up being an actuarial assistant for
11 years until her daughter was born. She went back to
school at 45 years old to fulfill her dream to teach. She
has a Bachelor of Science from DePaul University/Barat
Campus in Lake Forest and has been a special
education teacher for 13 years, with 12 wonderful years
at D56!
Mrs. Hermann has been married to Rich for 28 years.
Her daughter, Alicia graduated from Lake Forest College
and lives in Lake Villa. She also has 2 dogs, Chelsea 12
and Leo 2 (very important part of their lives).
Mrs. Hermann lives in Wadsworth, and she loves
walking her dogs, spending time with her family, flower
gardening, reading and cooking.
Mrs. Hermann loves working with all the talented and
professional teachers and staff at D56.
She will be
retiring in 2 years (after the 18/19 school year).

Mr. Dain Elman, a technology
teacher in our district put together
a newsletter that highlights all the
STEM activities that the students
have been doing this year.

Please click here to
read the STEAM56
Newsletter

Tweet
of the
Week

@GurneeD56

The totals thus far for all participating schools
from January – March
Woodland Elementary East: 15,514 points
River Trail: 10,084 points
Spaulding: 4,517 points
Woodland Primary: 3,212 points
Prairie Trail: 460 points

Remember the program runs
through May 7th, so keep
sending in your receipts!
The top 6 schools receive a
monetary reward.

River Trail 2/3 Music Program
The 2nd and 3rd grade students at River Trail School turned the book "ONE" into a musical on
Thursday, April 13. Mr. Kimmel took melodies from popular songs and changed the words to fit the
story, while the students created their own musical sentences to be played on hand drums,
tambourines, and rhythm sticks. The students did a fantastic job spreading, through music, the
message of being kind to one another, standing up for friends who are being picked on, and that
sometimes it takes just ONE to make a difference. Congratulations to all 2/3 students on a wonderful
performance!

Incoming Kindergarten Students
Do you have a child who will be 5 years old on or before September 2, 2017?
If so, they can come to kindergarten next fall! Please contact Mrs. Lopez,
Spaulding School, at clopez@d56.org or Mrs. Sherman, River Trail School, at
psherman@d56.org and let them know so we can put your child on the
sibling list for next year.

River Trail School Open House
River Trail School held its annual
Spring Open House on Thursday,
April 6th. River Trail families were
tasked with helping find Victor
Viking because he went missing!
When families arrived at River Trail,
they had to go from grade to grade
collecting clues. The clues were
then used in a cypher to decode
Victor's whereabouts. Students and
parents had a blast visiting all the
classrooms while gathering clues
and finding Victor Viking!

Click here to see Dr. Glickley and Mrs.
Moreano searching for Victor Viking.

Prairie Trail School Open House

Prairie Trail hosted our district’s first Family STEM Night on Tuesday, which was initiated and organized by
Ms. Xenos and Mrs. Wyman, two of our incredibly creative and tech savvy educators. Together with the
support of our STEM Director, Dain Elman, they created a variety of innovative STEM based learning
experiences for parents and students, as well as our staff, who were thrilled to explore and play alongside
our students and their families. Visitors were able to choose from a variety of activities, including creating art
with 3D printing pens, programming app-controlled robotic Blue Bots, and playing music and video games
with Makey Makey controlled tinfoil drum sets, banana piano keys, and Play-Doh video game controllers.
Families also competed in bridge and spaghetti tower building challenges and hoop glider construction
competitions. Additionally, each family was entered into a raffle for a STEM basket containing science kits
and books related to coding, inventors and gaming. One lucky family won the entire basket. The contents in
the basket were purchased by the LRC from the Scholastic Book Fair, which was available for families to
attend during the STEM Night as well. The proceeds from the book fair sales allowed us to purchase over
$1500 worth of books for our students. The STEM Night was an enjoyable experience for all in attendance.

Thanks so much to the 50+ families that joined us for Spring Fling! We had a great night,
and hope you did too. We look forward to hosting again next year!
If you are looking for another free fun family event, the D56 PTO will be showing
“Moana” at Spaulding School Gym on May 5. Doors open at 6:00, and the movie starts at
6:30. We will have a sensory-sensitive showing at the same time in the Library Story
Time room. Names of all D56 students who attend will be put in a drawing to win the
DVD at the end of the evening. PTO will have concessions available for purchase.

When: May 5, 2017
Time: Doors will open at 6:00 PM
Moana will begin at 6:30 PM

When: May 5, 2017
Time: Doors will open at 6:00 PM
Moana will begin at 6:30 PM
Where: Spaulding School (Gym)
Cost:

Free * Free * Free

Details:
Bring the whole family to enjoy a
free event sponsored by the D56
PTO. All D56 families are welcome.
All children must be accompanied
by an adult. Bring blankets or
snacks and enjoy the show.

Where: Spaulding School (Library)
Cost:

Free * Free * Free

Details:
A great opportunity for families
and children with autism and
sensory needs.
Bring the whole family to enjoy a
free event sponsored by the D56
PTO. All D56 families are welcome.
All children must be accompanied by
an adult. Bring blankets or snacks
and enjoy the show.
*Concessions will be available
for purchase*

*Concessions will be available
for purchase*

If you are interested in volunteering and would like to be added to the PTO volunteer
list, please send your name, phone number and preferred e-mail to:
gurnee56pto@gmail.com. When volunteers are needed to assist with an activity, you
will receive an email request with the volunteer dates and times from signup.com.
Jessie Ritter, PD56 TO President

Click here to go to the District 56 PTO website

Dr. Hutton’s
Weekly Building
Walkthroughs

Dr. Hutton’s
Weekly Building
Walkthroughs

SPECIAL 6TH GRADE PILOT
PROGRAM:
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D56 is offering a special opportunity
for students who will be in 6th grade
for the 2017-18 school year. Aligned
with our mission of providing
opportunities for our students, the
district will be piloting an online, at
home learning opportunity of a
Spanish language class. A special Q &
A has been designed to address how
this special pilot will operate to help
families determine if this would be a
good fit for your upcoming 6th grader.
The Q & A can be found at http://
tinyurl.com/lvacxot

REGISTRATION
6TH GRADE ONLINE SPANISH PILOT

___________________________________________
Student Name
___________________________________________
School

____ My student will be participating in the 6th Grade Online Spanish Pilot during the
20017-18 school year.
It is understood that the work will be done at home, in addition to their existing
course assignments and that they will be provided additional support by a D56
teacher.
A check for $50.00 will be submitted to the district by the start of the 2017-18
school year to support my student’s participation in this pilot.

___________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature
___________________________________________
Date
Please turn this form into the school office by May 31, 2017.

Gurnee District 56
PRESCHOOL PROGRAM
Did you know that Spaulding School has a
preschool program? There are two types of
classrooms, depending on the needs of the
children, and they both help children get ready
for kindergarten. The District 56 Preschool
Program is for children who are 3,4, or 5 years
old, who meet certain criteria to qualify for the
program. If you are interested in finding out
whether your child may qualify for our Preschool
Program, please call Spaulding School at
847-662-3701.

Sponsored by:

Friday April 28, 2017 - 6-9pm at the WTHS Almond Campus
34090 N. Almond Road Gurnee IL 60031

Art, Music, Theatre & Dance all come together for one night of fun!

What: 6th Annual LIVE ARTS FESTIVAL
When: Friday April 28, 2017 6‐9pm
Where: Almond Campus ‐ Warren Township High School
Why: Support, experience & celebrate the fine arts programs of WTHS
Join student led performances and workshops all night!

Admission: FREE! /*Donations accepted at the door
Put On By: Warren Art, Band, Choir, Drama , Speech & Dance
Performers: Jazz Ensemble, Symphonic Band I, Winter Guard
Special Encore Performances of this year’s Musical, Speech Team,
Giggles and Bits Improv Comedy Troupe, Motion
Sickness Dance Group, & More
Sponsored by: My Eye Xpert of Gurnee
Activities: Food & drinks, Interactive Workshops and
Demonstrations: Caricatures, Shirt Decorating, Drum Circle,
Face Painting, Artwork Display, Art Contest, Photo Booth & more

Performance Schedule
*Performances in the Gymnasium
6:00 - Class Photo / All Participants
6:10 - INTRODUCTIONS
6:20 - GRADE 1-8 AWARD WINNERS
6:30 – Jazz Ensemble (15 min)
6:50 - Giggles-n-Bits (20 min )
7:05 - Speech Team Group (20 min)
7:30 – INTERMISSION II
INTRO SCHOLARSHIP FINALISTS
7:40 - Musical Encore
7:55 – Blue Tones
8:10 - Speech Team Individual (16 min)
8:25 - INTERMISSION III
PENNY WAR CONTEST WINNER CANDY RAFFLE WINNERS
8:35 – Winter Guard (10 min)
8:45 - Symphonic Band (10 min)
9:00 – WTHS Student Band

SEASON KICK-OFF EVENT

IT'S TIME TO
GET OUT AND
Get stepping at the
2017 kick-off event!

FREE EVENT

Meet at Viking Park (4374 Old Grand Avenue, Gurnee)
Sunday, May 7at 4:00 pm for inspiring activites
and a 30 minute group walk to get you ready to
GO all season long.

WHAT IS GO GURNEE?

GO GURNEE, presented by Gurnee
Park District, is a local wellness
movement designed to increase
people's health and well-being
through activities, education and
community collaboration.
Facebook.com/GOGURNEE
GOGURNEE.com

Gurnee
Park District

P R OM OT IN G F U N . P R ESERVIN G N A T U R E.

