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Another Great Year for Gurnee District 56
On June 2nd, we completed another successful year at Gurnee District 56 culminating with notification that we would
receive the Distinguished School District Award from ISTE (International Society for Technology). As its name
suggests, this is an international award presented to a school district that exhibits effectiveness and innovation in the
application of technology. Being an international organization and not a vendor may make this the most prestigious
award our School District has ever received.
All of our schools hosted events and activities to better engage with parents this year. We believe we certainly
reached parents who we had never reached before, but also know there is a great deal more work to do. We do not
want parent engagement to be an event; we want it to be an integral part of our school culture.
On the curriculum side, we introduced Code to the Future to our primary students, and by any measuring stick, it
was very successful. We look forward to expanding this program to our 3-5
students next year. The Viking Library, makerspace, and STEM Lab opened
up an all new world for students as innovators and inventors, and our staff
looks forward to implementing those programs at River Trail and Prairie Trial
Schools next year. We are also very excited about a new online Spanish
course that both students and staff will have available to them next year. This
is another step in the District's initiative to put learners in the center of their
blended learning environment.
The Arts remain strong, and our student performances were witnessed by
packed houses in every school venue. Sports teams continue to provide
another outside-the-classroom-experience for students in allowing them to
develop more character and discipline while applying those characteristics to
their academic endeavors. We are also very excited about the number of
students who participated in after school clubs at all four schools. These
experiences allow students to be more connected with their educational
opportunities and act as motivation to maximize learning for them.
As a lighthouse district, the administration participated in and developed research questions to improve student
learning. In early May, we participated in an EdTech Efficacy Research Symposium to study the need for schools to
become better consumers when making procurement decisions. Mr. Sean Smith received state certification as a
facilities director. Mrs. Beth Austin and Mr. Jaime Vincent were named Tynker Outstanding Educators. River Trail
School received $3,500 as part of Gurnee Mills’ Mall program, while Spaulding and Prairie Trail Schools also
received monetary awards.
Finally, I would like to welcome all of our new employees to the District as well as those employees who accepted
new challenges this year. I would be remiss if I did not state that the backbone of our School District has always
been and will always be our outstanding staff. We are so fortunate to have such a committed and competent staff
who settle for nothing less than a student's best on a daily basis. On behalf of the Board of Education, please let me
extend my congratulations to all of you in making the 2016-2017 another banner year at Gurnee District 56.
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Please click here to watch
the video made by LightSail
for River Trail School.

Please click here to watch
the video made by LightSail
for Prairie Trail School.

Register Online Today!
There are only 19 days left to receive a $20 discount
per child on the material fees.
**You do not need to pay the fees to receive the discount,
just make sure you submit the registration!**

Click here to go to the Skyward Login Screen

Gurnee District 56 and the Gurnee
Park District to Provide Lunches for
Students This Summer
Gurnee District 56 and the Park District are partnering again (previously with the extension
of Viking Park on the former Gurnee Grade School site) to host a Summer Food Service
Program for students from low-income families. The new program will be a continuation of
the free lunch program offered to students during the school year. Student nutrition is a
priority for the school and park districts, and this initiative is designed to help our neediest
students to live a more healthy life.
Lunches will be served every Tuesday and Thursday at Village Park from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m. from June 20th to August 10th. Personnel from both entities will be present to make
this new venture fun for all children who choose to participate in the program.
This program is federally funded and administered by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) and Food and Nutrition Service (FNS). Nationally, the program serves
over 200 million meals to children 18 years and under. No registration is required.
Children should stop by the site for a free meal as needed. Lunches will be donated
through the Northern Illinois Food Bank.
As a District, along with the Park District, we are dedicated to ensure our community is
strong from the inside out. We truly want to make a difference in our community.

New d56.org Website

District 56 is excited to announce the launching of a new and improved
website on June 16, 2017! Please call Patty Santoro at 847-336-0800
or email at psantoro@d56.org if you have any questions.

Tweet
of the
Week

@GurneeD56

Don’t forget to
order your
schools supplies!
The last day to
order is June 30th,
2017.

Click here to go to
1st Day School
Supplies website to
order supplies for
your student(s)

Where: Spaulding School Playground
When: August 15, 2017
Time: 5:00 pm
What: A chance for your kindergartener to meet a few
new faces that will be in their class, and a chance for
you to talk with a few parents who already have kiddos in
our district. Be sure to bring your questions for our parent panel! Can’t wait to see you there!!
Sponsored by the D56 PTO

