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May is a Busy Month at D56
May is a busy month for us because it allows us to conduct culminating events that reflect the progress
students have made during the school year. In early May, our drama program hosted its Dinner/Theater
production. Students highlighted the drama and choir productions from the 2016-2017 school year. Prairie
Trail, Spaulding, and River Trail Schools also facilitated student concerts this month. One of the River Trail
School concerts was an outdoor, Ravinia-type concert featuring our youngest band members. The fine
arts play a significant role in the education of our children in this District.
Spaulding and River Trail Schools both hosted our
second Epic Builds as part of our partnership with Code
to the Future. This Epic Build focused on Legos and
Lego robotics. It was amazing to see our 2nd grade
students controlling their robots with their iPads, and
probably more amazing, was seeing them problem solve
situations that occurred. I am so excited to see how
students continue to develop their computer science and
coding skills as they progress through our new
curriculum.
We also administered our spring MAP tests this month.
This is our barometer to determine how successful we
have been this year. Our currency is student learning,
and our profits are measured by student success. We
look forward to reviewing and sharing that data with the
Board and the community.
Our culminating event is always the Promotion
Ceremony. This year, it will be on May 31st and will be
held at the Almond Campus. I have been fortunate
enough to be the superintendent for the entire tenure of
this eighth grade class and look forward to wishing them
well as they move to Warren High School.
I will review our successes for this school year in a future article, but needless to say, we have experienced
another very successful school year. I want to thank our extraordinary staff, Board of Education, and
amazing parents for providing the proper ingredients for us to deliver an inspiring education for all children.
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Getting to Know Mrs. Krista Wyman
Gifted Teacher
Mrs. Krista Wyman, Prairie Trail School's Gifted Math and Language Arts
Teacher, has just completed her 12th year teaching. She began her career at
Viking Middle School where she taught 6th grade math for five years.
Mrs. Wyman graduated from Carroll College in Waukesha, Wisconsin in 2005
with a Bachelor's of Science in Elementary Education with minors in Math &
Adaptive Education. In 2009, she completed her Masters of Arts in Curriculum
& Instruction from Concordia University in River Forest, Illinois. Recently, she
completed her Masters of Education in Educational Technology through Lesley
University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Mrs. Wyman’s husband, Jerry Wyman, is the Social Worker at Viking Middle
School. They are the proud parents of two children - Sophie and Paul - who
keep them on their toes at all times.
Mrs. Wyman is an avid cook and elaborate recreations of haute cuisine often
messy up their kitchen. She loves to travel, mostly to MLB ballparks; the
Wymans have visited 13 of 30, adding Denver to the collection this summer.
Also, she's a self-confessed tech nerd, often adding items like BB-8 Spheros
and massive Lego boards to her Christmas wish lists.
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EPIC BUILD AT SPAULDING SCHOOL
Spaulding School held its Cycle Two Epic Build Showcase on
Monday, May 22nd. Epic Build is a demonstration of what the
students have learned in grades Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd in
the area of computer science. The students have been working
on epic build using Legos for this cycle. The students made
Lego robots and used their iPads to create code to make them
move. Watch the robots in action by clicking on the pictures to
the left and below.

Dr. Glickley, Dr. Caesar, and Mr.
Simmons received the winning
checks for the “Bucks for Books”
event at Gurnee Mills Mall. Thank
you to all the families who helped
our school district win $5,250!

You are awesome!

Register Online Today!
Register your student(s) online by June 28th and
receive a $20 discount per child on the material fees.
**You do not need to pay the fees to receive the
discount, just make sure you submit the
registration!**

D56 Administrative Film Festival
Gurnee School District 56 is a community of learners. A terri8ic example of
this is the recent Administrative Film Festival held in support of a book study
the administrative team completed this school year.
District of8ice
administrators, principals, assistant principals and directors all read and
discussed George Courous’ book, The Innovator’s Mindset. As a culminating
event, each administrator created a movie representing his or her takeaways
from the book.
As a district we encourage teachers and students to consider using video
applications to share their re8lections, ideas and evidence of learning. Why
should administrators be any different? Many D56 administrators were
challenged by the task and worked collaboratively with colleagues to
complete their assignment. One administrator even brought in a student to
help with the 8inal product! The completed 8ilms addressed the role that
trust, collaboration, problem solving, growth and change play in the ability
for a school culture to support innovation and for individuals to create their
own innovator’s mindset.

Viking NJHS Help Clean
Up the Community
Viking NJHS did our final service project of the
year. We cleaned up trash along Depot Road
on Monday. Thanks to all who helped keep our
community beautiful.

Spaulding Preschool Students visit
The preschoolers had tons of fun on their family-oriented field trip to Kohl
Children's Museum in Glenview. The museum was filled with parents and their
children enjoying a variety of activities including a water play room, a music
room, dramatic play grocery store and restaurant, as well as an arts and crafts
and car themed room! Some students had the opportunity to paint their own face
or cuddle up and read a book with their parent. Thanks to all the family members
who were able to join the preschoolers on this fun trip!

Spaulding 1st Graders Field Trip
On May 19th, first grade
students from Spaulding went
on a field trip to Green
Meadows Farm in East Troy,
Wisconsin. Despite the cold
a n d r a i n y w e a t h e r, t h e
students
enjoyed
participating in a variety of
farm activities. Favorites included petting many different
farm animals, milking a cow, going on a hayride, and
even riding a pony.

Prairie Trail & River Trail Schools
Spring Finale Concert

Singers, Concert Choir & Beginner Band

River Trail School 8th Grade
Spotlight 2017

On Friday, May 12th, River Trail School held its annual Spotlight
Dinner celebrating the graduation of their 8th grade students. The
students gave speeches and displayed posters they created to
showcase their writing titled “Metaphorical Me”. Ethan Schroetter
was the recipient of the “Wes Burba” award. The “Spirit of RTS”
award went to Lorelai Yager and John Gibes.

River Trail School’s End of the Year PBIS Celebration
R i v e r Tr a i l S c h o o l
celebrated a successful
year of PBIS. On May
19th, the entire school
enjoyed line dancing,
the limbo and conga
line with their grade
level. We would like to
give a special thank
you to Dan Mobile of
DRM Entertainment for
being our awesome
DJ!!!

River Trail School’s Kindergarten “Dinostars” Musical
River Trail kindergarten students were Dinostars on Thursday, May 18th! For their first time on stage
and under the lights, the kindergartners did an amazing job singing dancing and telling jokes! We
are so proud of them! Special thanks to Ms. Stortoni and Mrs. Farster for leading our Dinostars!

Proportionate Share Meeting
Gurnee School District #56 in cooperation with St. Patrick School, will conduct the Timely and
Meaningful Consultation for private and home schooled families of children with disabilities.
This meeting will take place on May 23rd at 6:00pm at St. Patrick School.

Hello Parents,
We are very excited to announce a new partnership between D56 PTO and 1st Day School Supplies!
We have collaborated with 1st Day School Supplies to help parents and teachers get the exact
supplies needed for next school year without the hassle and aggravation of shopping at Walmart,
Target or Staples. I personally have found 1st Day School Supplies to be convenient, easy and
hassle free! Plus, the prices are competitive! So, this summer as the temperature hits over
100 degrees and lines at the checkout counter are a mile long … I will have already purchased my
school supplies from the comfort of my home! You can make your purchase right now; get started
by clicking the link below:
Click here to go to 1st Day School Supplies website to order supplies for your student(s) today!

If you are interested in volunteering and would like to be added to the PTO Volunteer list, please
send your name, phone number and preferred e-mail to: gurnee56pto@gmail.com When volunteers
are needed to assist with an activity you will receive an email request with the volunteer dates and
times from signup.com.
Jessie Ritter
D56 PTO

No School on Monday, May 29th in observance
of Memorial Day
The District Office is closed on May 29th.

End of 2016-2017
School Year
The last day of school is June 2, 2017.
May 31st, June 1st and June 2nd
are all early release days
(Schedule #2)
Prairie Trail School - 1:25pm
River Trail School - 1:25pm
Viking School - 1:25pm
Spaulding School - 2:20pm

