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Epic Build at River Trail School
We are one of a handful of schools nationwide that has begun a computer science immersion program
and are considered the lighthouse school district in the Midwest by Code to the Future. Earlier in the
year, I highlighted what our K-2 students were doing at Spaulding and River Trail Schools with Scratch
Junior, and today, I would like to share the exciting things our primary students are doing with Legos
and Lego Robotics.
On Monday, Dr. Jennifer Glickley welcomed
approximately 75 parents to visit our K-2 program to
learn more about our computer science immersion
programs. Eight second grade students discussed
the program with our parents and talked about the
value computer science studies is having on them
now and will have on them in the future.
In
kindergarten and first grade, students developed
houses and communities with Legos. This exercise
taught the students the developmental concepts that
they would need to know to learn future programming
languages. In second grade, students made Lego
robots and used their iPads to develop code to make
them move. The students were very excited to show
parents what they had learned and talked very fluently
how about coding and computer science terms.
It is always rewarding for me to step into a classroom and see students excited about learning. There is
an energy in the room that you can immediately feel when students are engaged in their work. Every
teacher talked about how much the students have learned from their computer science immersion
lessons and freely admitted that several students are more proficient with it than they are.
As an administration and Board of Education, we have promised our students and their parents a world
class education that includes foundational work in mathematics and reading, support of the arts, and a
background that prepares them to successfully compete in a 21st century global economy. Computer
Science immersion classes are another giant step we are taking to reach that goal.
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Getting to Know Mrs. Beth Semmelman
Special Education Teacher
Mrs. Beth Semmelman began her career in education in 1979.
Since that time, she has worked as a special education
teacher and a school psychologist. She has been employed by
District 56 since 1997, when she started with the preK
program. She is presently a special education teacher for
kindergarten-second grade at Spaulding.
Mrs. Semmelman has been married for 36 years to husband
Dave, whom she met at Great America where they both
worked. They have two daughters. Both girls are married,
residing in Cincinnati and Washington, DC. The only child
still at home is Terra, a sweet Australian Shepherd rescue
dog. In her spare time, Mrs. Semmelman enjoys planning
trips, traveling, reading, solving puzzles, making digital photo
books, and spending time with family and friends.
Mrs. Semmelman is retiring in June. She is looking forward to
traveling during the school year as well as not having to get
up early every day. She relayed that retirement will also be
bittersweet. She will deOinitely miss the amazing staff at Spaulding. But her heart Oinds it hard to say
goodbye to the children. She has been richly rewarded by her students as they have learned and grown over
the years. The children have brought many a smile to her face that will live on in her heart for years to come.
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Early Release on Friday, May 26th
Prairie Trail School - 10:35pm
River Trail School - 10:35pm
Viking School - 10:35pm
Spaulding School - 11:45pm

@GurneeD56

No School on Monday, May 29th in observance
of Memorial Day
The District Office is closed on May 29th.

End of 2016-2017 School Year
Reminder:
The last day of school is June 2, 2017.
May 31st, June 1st and June 2nd are all early release days
(Schedule #2)
Prairie Trail School - 1:25pm
River Trail School - 1:25pm
Viking School - 1:25pm
Spaulding School - 2:20pm (Correction!)

Viking School Creates Outdoor Learning Space
Viking's math-construction club designed and constructed benches for an outdoor
learning space under the direction of Mr. Barsotti, using materials donated by
Lowe's. This week they were finally able to sink the benches into the ground with
concrete and finish phase 1 of this new innovative learning space.

District 56 Track Team
Congratulations to the District 56 track
teams for their successes at the
Sectional Meet last Saturday. Our 7th
grade girls and 7th grade boys teams
each came in 2nd place overall out of
13 schools, and 14 of our athletes
qualified for the State Track Finals next
weekend in East Peoria.

Viking 6th Graders
Volunteered at
The entire 6 white team at Viking Middle
School sorted, labeled, and packed
over 10,000 books at Bernie's Book
Bank. Our students volunteered their
time to help provide books to low
income children in the Chicagoland
area.

Springfield Trip Announcement:
So far, 49 students have registered
for the 8th Grade Springfield Trip this
fall. Please sign up soon if you are
interested in going.
Email Mrs. Montero at
mmontero@d56.org if you have any questions or
concerns.

IC Band’s Annual “Ravinia 56” Night

Don’t Delay, Register Online Today!
Submit your Online Registration by June
28th and receive a $20 discount per child
on the material fees.

River Trial School NJHS Induction
On Wednesday, May 10th, the River Trail
National Junior Honor Society held its annual
induction ceremony. During the ceremony, 20
8th grade members were recognized for their
accomplishments as members. Additionally, 19
new members were inducted as members. Here
is a list of the members who were inducted:
6th Grade: Kaitlyn Boyett, Kylene Corbe, Alec
Dangel, Emma Dangel, Spencer Daniels, Shria
Halkoda, Violet Harrison, Madison Hecker,
Grace Jacobs, Samantha Santiago-Miller, Zoe
Scher, Olivia Spillman, Audrey Usher, Julia
Waelder, Jada Walters, Pavithra Yarlagadda
7th Grade: Amelia Ackler, Evan Lundtveit
8th Grade: Annika Bynum
During the 2016-2017 school year, NJHS had
33 members and is happy to welcome 19 new
members in for the 2017-2018 school year.
Forty 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade student council members spent two
hours filling bags with one scoop of sweet potato seasoning, one
scoop of cornstarch, and one scoop of potato meal. They then
weighed and sealed the bags to help children across the world. With
the help of 13 parent volunteers and other donating members, our
students were able to pack over 135 boxes with bags which feeds
81,000 children. When each team filled a box, they had a chant for
the country that their food was being sent to. For example, "Rah,
Rah, Nicaragua!" The kids were beyond excited to fill a box and help
make a difference in the world!

Prairie Trail SSC
Students Volunteer
at FMSC

River Trail School’s Annual Spring Celebration
River Trail School celebrated a year’s worth of Grit, Determination, and Perseverance at their
2nd Annual Spring Celebration! On May 11th, the entire school enjoyed a picnic lunch and a
movie!

Proportionate Share Meeting
Gurnee School District #56 in cooperation with St. Patrick School, will conduct the Timely and
Meaningful Consultation for private and home schooled families of children with disabilities.
This meeting will take place on May 23rd at 6:00pm at St. Patrick School.

What did PTO do this year?
I think we had an amazing year, and I’m looking forward to another great year for the 2017-18 School year. But
Oirst here is a short list of what PTO sponsored this year.
•

New Teacher Orientation Luncheon

•

School Supply Kit Program

•

MOD Pizza Grand Opening and partnership with D56 PTO as a charitable partner

•

Back to School Block Parties at Spaulding and River Trail

•

Organize the Room Parents program

•

Sponsored the Fall Fundraiser

•

Gave scholarships for the Outdoor Education program

•

Spread the MODness event

•

D 56 Holiday Shop

•

Catered Lunch for Parent Teacher Conferences

•

Free Family Movie Night at River Trail, Prairie Trail and Spaulding

•

Spring Fling

•

Teacher Appreciation Week

•

MyHotLunch.net optional lunch program

•

Spirit Wear Orders

•

Amazon Smile account

•

Sponsored the 5th grade hygiene assembly

•

Kindergarten Orientation and Open House Events

•

Sponsored the Great American Program

•

Sponsored a $1,500 alumni Scholarship to a D56 graduate

•

Provided over $15,000 to our schools in the form of supplies, subscriptions, and resources

We are so excited to continue to offer free and low cost family activities next year as well as continue to provide
funding for our schools. I think I can speak for our whole board when I say we are so proud of all that we have
accomplished.
If you are interested in joining the PTO board, we have positions open at several schools. Please contact me at
gurnee56pto@gmail.com I would love to answer any questions you may have.
Jessie Ritter
D56 PTO

Great savings on aquatic center season passes.
Limited time only through May 21. Buy today!

Offer vaild through May 21.
So much to do at one low price!
- seven exciting slides
- waterfall
- zero depth entry
- new Cattail Cafe menu
- large activity pool and tot area
- picnic and sand areas
Purchase online at GurneeParkDistrict.com
or at any of the community centers:
920 North Hunt Club Road, Gurnee
4374 Old Grand Avenue, Gurnee
847-623-7788

IGP

FC

Inter Gurnee Premier FC
2017-2018 Tryouts
To register please visit www.igpfc.com.
For more information email IGPFC@yahoo.com.
Date

Location

Times

Age Group

Sunday, May 7

Warren High School
Almond Campus-South
Field

6:00-7:30 PM

HS Girls

7:30-9:00 PM

HS Boys

5:30-7:00 PM

Boys-Birth Years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010

Monday, May 15

Warren High School
Almond Campus-South
Field

7:00-8:30 pm

Boys-Birth Year 2003(8th Grade), 2004,
2005,2006

Warren High School
Almond Campus-South
Field

5:30-7:00 PM

Boys-Birth Years 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010

7:00-8:30 pm

Boys-Birth Years 2003(8th Grade), 2004,
2005,2006

Warren High School
O’Plaine Campus-by
Football Field

5:00-6:30 PM

Girls-Birth Years 2007, 2008, 2009, & 2010

6:30-8:00 PM

Girls-Birth Years 2003(8th Grade), 2004, 2005,
& 2006

Warren High School
O’Plaine Campus-by
Football Field

5:00-6:30 PM

Girls-Birth Years 2007, 2008, 2009, & 2010

6:30-8:00 PM

Girls-Birth Years 2003(8th Grade), 2004, 2005,
& 2006

Wednesday, May 17

Tuesday, May 23

Thursday, May 25

Additional Tryouts will be May 30-June 2. Please email igpfc@yahoo.com
for more information.

SPECIAL 6TH GRADE PILOT
PROGRAM:
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Click here for more information
about the 6th Grade Online
Spanish Program

D56 is offering a special opportunity
for students who will be in 6th grade
for the 2017-18 school year. Aligned
with our mission of providing
opportunities for our students, the
district will be piloting an online, at
home learning opportunity of a
Spanish language class. A special Q &
A has been designed to address how
this special pilot will operate to help
families determine if this would be a
good fit for your upcoming 6th grader.
The Q & A can be found at http://
tinyurl.com/lvacxot

BLUE DEVIL SWIM CLUB
DEDICATED TO SWIMMING FUN AND EXCELLENCE

SWIM TEAM TRY-OUTS
Blue Devil Swim Club (BDSC) is a popular, competitive swim team that
participates in USA Swimming sanctioned swim meets. This May, BDSC is
offering a one day try-out for swimmers who are interesting in joining
BDSC this summer.
Swimmers must be between the ages of 6 and 19 and must be able to
swim one length (25 yards) of freestyle (with rhythmic breathing) and
one length (25 yards) of backstroke both lengths must be non-stop and
unassisted.
The summer season is a great opportunity for swimmers to try the sport of
competitive swimming without a long commitment. The season begins on
June 5th and goes to July 29th. Swimmers who like the sport are
automatically qualified for the Fall/Winter Season.
LOCATION:

Warren Township High School O’Plaine
Campus Pool

REGISTRATION DATES:

Online starting May 10th
Click on this link to register today.
Online Registration for try-outs

TRY OUT DATE:

Wednesday, May 31st

TRY OUT TIME:

6:30-7:30 p.m.

For more information, go to our website www.swimbdsc.org. For
practice information click on this link Practice schedules (most new
swimmers are in the Juniors or Bronze levels contact Coach Karin Brown
of the Blue Devil Swim Club email karin@swimbdsc.org.
Blue Devil Swim Club is an affiliate of the Gurnee Park District
P.O. Box 481, Gurnee, IL 60031
www.swimbdsc.org

847-204-6997

