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NOVEMBER 30, 2018

Thoughts from Dr. Pacatte
Childhood Dream Comes True
As a child, I remember watching that scroll across the bottom of the tv screen waiting to see my
school’s name appear, indicating that I had been awarded a SNOW DAY! A snow day would
provide me with time to sleep in, watch reruns on tv or even better, read my book. (I always had
a good mystery going!) I would get to spend the day with my mom or, when I was older, have
the entire place to myself.
On Sunday night, I had a childhood dream come true. I was going to get to decide if we had
school on Monday or not. I began discussing the pending storm with our Directors of
Transportation and Buildings and Grounds on Thanksgiving evening. From that point forward,
we were all watching the weather forecasts, considering the best and worst case scenarios.
There are many things to consider when making this decision. Here are some of the things my
team and I were working through: We knew that it would have to be a snow day vs. an
eLearning day as not all of the students were mandated to take home a device for the
Thanksgiving holiday. The next question was to determine if we can get our facilities cleared of
snow in the parking lots and sidewalks to a level that will allow cars to park and provide safe
walking areas for staﬀ and visitors to get into the schools. Then we began to watch the amount
of snow predicted and determine if the roads would be cleared suﬃciently, allowing our buses to
run their routes and most importantly, make sure there would be places for our students to wait
outside. If we cannot determine that our kids will be safe at the bus stops and out of the path of
cars we cannot open school.
As you can see, there are many things to consider. Making decisions based upon weather
predictions is no where near as much fun as I thought it would be when I was kid. There are
parents that are happy with the decision and parents that are unhappy with the decision. I want
you to know I will do my best to make good decisions and do it knowing that the end result may
create challenges for our families. We must do our best to keep our students safe.
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Ethylene Oxide Update
On Wednesday, November 28, a District representative attended a meeting at the EPA oﬃces in
downtown Chicago. Here are a few things that were learned during this meeting:
•

The EPA did not include the most recent readings from Vantage Chemical in the report to National
Air Toxics Assessment.

•

There is no acceptable standard determined for Ethylene Oxide as of yet.

•

They are not able to accurately determine the level of risk due to a new testing system.

•

Both Vantage and Medline have volunteered to add scrubbers to their facilities in an eﬀort to reduce
any emissions that could be measured as harmful in this new testing system.

•

A third party will be running new tests by placing a monitoring system at the edges of the plant
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the new year. These results will be shared with the Village of Gurnee regularly.
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is a link for this page. This information will be updated periodically.
https://www.epa.gov/il/addressing-ethylene-oxide-emissions-lake-county-illinois

Regular and Shuttle Bus Drivers Needed
At this time, our pool of Bus Drivers is not fully staﬀed. If you, or someone you know, is
looking for a job, please consider being a school bus driver as a possibility. Regular drivers
would run routes to pick up and return students for the regular school days. Shuttle
drivers are needed to run after school sports teams to and from competitions throughout
our conference. This would be more of a part-time job, which would run from 2:00 to 6:00
p.m. depending upon the end time of the games or meets. The Shuttle positions are
available seasonally, for each sport and run a few times each week during the season. This
would be perfect for someone looking for a smaller side job, or something to do to get out
4+9-*-4:8*"-*8*)7.;*78&184-&;*9-*'*3*@94+&(4&(-439-*':8<-.1*)7.;.3,
The District will assist with the acquisition of required licensing if needed. If you are
interested, please call the District Oﬃce for information on how to apply. (847) 336-0800.

HELP WANTED
LUNCHROOM SUPERVISION
Gurnee District 56 schools continue to look for lunchroom supervisors and substitutes for
lunchroom supervisors. If you are looking for an opportunity to work for a few hours while your
(-.1).8.38(-4419-.82.,-9'*9-*5*7+*(9@9+47>4:1*&8*(439&(947. :58(-&99-*.897.(9
Oﬃce (847-336-0800) for information as to which schools have vacancies. All schools are looking
for substitutes.
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
Gurnee District 56 schools are looking to expand the number of substitute teachers available to
work in our schools on a daily basis. If you have a Bachelor’s Degree and are interested, there are
trainings available throughout the year. Please reach out to the District Oﬃce for next steps.
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TWEET OF THE
WEEK

Spaulding Student’s celebrated Thanksgiving in different
events.

Annual Turkey Trot
Students, Staff, and Parents run
$&#"$( "/  %
level trophies, awards, and hot
chocolate were served to all
participants, and the
importance of regular exercise
*&!$&- #%'/%&'
time, classes were greeted by
two live turkeys!

Macy’s Day Parade
Rasmussen’s 2nd grade
class decorated balloons
to simulate the the annual
Macy’s Day Parade.
Students paraded through
the school and District
/&#*"#'%
beautiful creations.

" %#"%'
Spaulding 2nd grade
students, under the
direction of music
teacher Mr. Pawlak,
recently presented
an afternoon concert
to the school and an
evening concert to
parents and families.
The concert focused
on holidays, with
special emphasis on
Veteran’s Day.

Kindergarten Thanksgiving Feast
Spaulding Kindergarten students
enjoyed a Thanksgiving Feast at
school, which was completed with
traditional Thanksgiving meal of
turkey, mashed potatoes, cranberries
and pumpkin pie. Students learned
about the pilgrims and Native
Americans and the importance of
sharing.

Viking Drama
PIE CARD
OrDer FOrm

Why bake when you can buy the
Best Pie in America and support the
award-winning Viking Drama
program at the same time?!
Just in time for the holidays...

ONLY $15 for 1 card,

redeemable for one delicious
Bakers Square pie.
Viking Drama Pie Card Order

D56 Nearest Bakers Square
6340 Grand Ave., Gurnee
847-855-1104

Return bottom portion with order and payment

Turn your order form in to the office at any school by November 30th.
Label envelope Viking Drama / Mrs. Pionke.
Checks payable to Studio 56.
Total number of
Student Name: ______________________________________

cards needed:

Student School: ______________________________________

_____________

Parent Phone:

______________________________________

Parent Email:

______________________________________

Questions? Email: Khalilah Brown Khali80@yahoo.com

Total Enclosed:
# Sold x $15.00 each

_____________

Send the cards home with my child during the week of December 3rd
I will pick up the cards from my child’s school office during the week of December 3rd

PTO EVENTS

Please go to link below to sign-up to
volunteer. Thank You in Advance.
http://signup.com/go/sYmfNTp

WARREN YOUTH
LACROSSE
www.WARRENLAX.SIPLAY.com

SPRING REGISTRATION
Open Through March 1st

All Grades & Skill Levels Welcome
Additional Information & Open Gym Sessions Are Available On Website

