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Parental Engagement
As an administrative team, we talk endlessly about moving students from involvement to
engagement in the learning process. At the engagement level, students become stakeholders in
the process and accept ownership in their learning. It’s absolutely imperative that students accept
this level of responsibility in their learning to maximize their school experience.!

!

Many research studies have been conducted to identify those variables that most influence student
learning. Regardless of the researcher, parental engagement in the learning process is one of the
top five factors that most influences student success in school. The difference between parental
involvement and parental engagement is comparable to the difference between night and day.!

!

With that said, what can parents do to become more engaged in their children's learning
environment? On the evenings of February 24th and 25th, teachers will be available to conference
with parents on that subject. As a parent, please strive for engagement rather than just accept
involvement. To have the most impact on your child's school experiences, become partners with
your child and his/her teacher and accept nothing less than your child' best effort in school. I think
we all agree that a prerequisite to a successful career is a strong educational foundation. At your
Parent-Teacher conferences, take the steps necessary to assist your child in building that strong
foundation.!

!

After Parent-Teacher conferences, please do the things necessary to allow the flame created at the
conferences to keep burning. Continue to be very involved in the
learning process.
Children may seem ambivalent about your
engagement in their school work, but I believe it is a defense
mechanism to protect them from experiencing failure. Many of the
best lessons learned are from failed experiences. As partners in this
process, it is our jobs to make sure that students understand that
the only experiences that are failures are the ones traceable to a
lack of effort. Everything else is a learning experience. !

!

Please work with my staff and me to enhance your engagement in
our schools that will ultimately result in an improved learning
environment for all children.!
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Achieve 3000 at Prairie Trail School
By Mr. Kevin Simmons
As	
  a	
  district,	
  we	
  strive	
  to	
  create	
  one	
  year	
  of	
  growth	
  for	
  one	
  year	
  of	
  time	
  for	
  all	
  students.	
   	
  Over	
  the	
  
past	
   three	
   years,	
   we	
   have	
   been	
   able	
   to	
   help	
   a	
   higher	
   percentage	
   of	
   our	
   students	
   to	
   meet	
   and	
   or	
  
exceed	
  NWEA	
  growth	
  projections.	
  	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  accomplish	
  this	
  goal,	
  we	
  are	
  constantly	
  striving	
  to	
  re-‐
invent	
  ourselves	
  and	
  Bind	
  better	
  ways	
  to	
  assist	
  students	
  in	
  learning.	
  	
  One	
  way	
  we	
  work	
  to	
  accomplish	
  
this	
   goal	
   is	
   to	
   provide	
   our	
   teachers	
   with	
   high	
   quality	
   research-‐based	
   instructional	
   materials.	
   	
   Last	
  
year,	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  one	
  of	
  our	
  most	
  dedicated	
  and	
  extraordinary	
  teachers,	
  Mrs.	
  Kim	
  VanMatre,	
  
we	
  made	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  pilot	
  a	
  program	
  called	
  Achieve	
  3000.	
  	
  	
  

!

Achieve	
  3000	
  is	
  a	
  digital	
  program	
  that	
  provides	
  students	
  with	
  access	
  to	
  non-‐Biction	
  articles.	
   	
  One	
  of	
  
the	
  nice	
  features	
  of	
  this	
  program	
  is	
  that	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  class	
  can	
  read	
  the	
  same	
  article	
  on	
  
the	
  same	
  topic,	
  but	
  the	
  level	
  of	
  text	
  and	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  supports	
  to	
  students	
  within	
  that	
  text	
  can	
  be	
  
customized	
  based	
  upon	
  the	
  student’s	
  reading	
  level.	
  	
  Mrs.	
  VanMatre	
  was	
  so	
  excited	
  about	
  this	
  program	
  
and	
   encouraged	
   by	
   its	
   potential	
   that	
   she	
   worked	
   with	
   the	
   company	
   to	
   help	
   us	
   qualify	
   for	
   a	
   grant	
   that	
  
made	
   a	
   product	
   that	
   would	
   have	
   otherwise	
   cost	
   roughly	
   $12,000	
   for	
   the	
   year	
   accessible	
   to	
   us	
   for	
  
$500.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

!

After	
  crossing	
  this	
  hurdle,	
  the	
  next	
  step	
  was	
  to	
  get	
  parents	
  and	
  students	
  on	
  board	
  and	
  excited	
  about	
  
this	
   unique	
   learning	
   opportunity.	
  	
   Mrs.	
   VanMatre	
   worked	
   with	
   families	
   to	
   explain	
   the	
   program,	
   share	
  
the	
  reasons	
  we	
  felt	
  their	
  students	
  would	
  be	
  excellent	
  candidates	
  for	
  this	
  program,	
  and	
  worked	
  to	
  help	
  
them	
  and	
  their	
  students	
  build	
  conBidence	
  in	
  it.	
  	
  

!

At	
  this	
  point	
  in	
  the	
  year,	
  we	
  found	
  that	
  just	
  under	
  7	
  percent	
  more	
  of	
  our	
  students	
  were	
  meeting	
  or	
  
exceeding	
   their	
   growth	
   projection	
   on	
   NWEA	
   Map	
   in	
   reading	
   than	
   were	
   meeting	
   it	
   at	
   this	
   time	
   last	
  
year.	
   	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  extraordinary	
  accomplishment	
  considering	
  that	
  in	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  3	
  years	
  we	
  have	
  
been	
   able	
   to	
   assist	
   a	
   higher	
   percentage	
   of	
   our	
   students	
   in	
   meeting	
   or	
   exceeding	
   NWEA’s	
   growth	
  
projections.	
  

!

To	
  see	
  these	
  results	
  out	
  of	
  a	
  pilot	
  program	
  is	
  extremely	
  gratifying.	
  When	
  you	
  examine	
  these	
  successes	
  
in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  the	
  entire	
  building,	
  they	
  are	
  even	
  more	
  exciting.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

!
!

Quotes from students:
“I like Achieve3000 because it makes me a better reader so I can reach
my end of the year goal on my MAP test.” ~Michael G. (5th grade)
“I love Achieve3000 because I like to read the passages and get the
points. I feel like I try my hardest to get a badge and be the top scorer
of the day.” ~Harlon S. (4th grade)

!
!

“I like Achieve 3000 because you get to read and get smart.” ~Aidan P.
(3rd grade)
“What I like about Achieve3000 is that I learn about people and places
around the world, and I also learn new vocabulary.” ~Leslie S. (4th grade)

Here Come The Bus Update
I want to share an email I received from a District parent regarding how
helpful this new program is to their family.

!

“I just wanted to say thank you to everyone involved in getting Here Comes The Bus up and running.
We usually get to the bus stop extra early so we do not take a chance of missing the bus. This
morning we watched the bus on my phone and were able to spend an extra 10 minutes in our house
rather than sitting in the car or standing at the bus stop! What an awesome way to merge
transportation and technology!”

!

Now that the app is fully functional, parents can add notifications to their email address or
smartphone to receive up-to-the-minute notifications of when their child’s bus is in the
neighborhood. It is best to login to the browser on a desktop, laptop, or tablet to set these
notifications up. Once notifications are set up, it may take up to 24 hours before you will
receive notifications on your smartphone app. Please register now and enjoy the benefits of
Here Comes The Bus.
Click here to sign up for "Here Comes The Bus"

Getting to Know Mrs. Julie Cerone
!
Mrs. Julie Cerone has been married to her husband,
Burt, for 40 years. She has three sons and six
beautiful grandchildren. Mrs. Cerone has worked for
District 56 for 21 years in the custodial department.
She has worked her way up to the position of
Custodial Supervisor. Mrs. Cerone ensures that the
buildings are continually maintained to the highest
standards set by District 56. She likes to cook, make
crafts and spend time with her family. She is very
happy to be a part of District 56, where she has met
many wonderful people. Mrs. Cerone is one of the
first employees that come to mind when I think of the
“Spirit of 56”.

Weekly Building Walkthroughs

Viking School

Taste of College
Starting at the end of this month, twenty-five 8th Graders from Viking and River
Trail Schools will be invited to participate in the Taste of College program.
Through this program, students will visit three area colleges: College of Lake
County, DeVry University, and University Center of Lake County. Over the course
of three weeks, they will experience a “taste” of many possible career paths,
including Laser Photonics, Software Development and The Power of Technology.
This program was developed primarily as a community partnership to enrich
young minds and encourage students to consider post-secondary learning
opportunities.

RIVER TRAIL SCHOOL
Team Lead PBIS Assembly
Each year River Trail School’s PBIS committee reteaches expectations for
specific areas of need in the school. This year the committee identified the
lunchroom and playground as areas that needed reteaching. The 8th grade
Team Leaders took it upon themselves to produce and create videos to teach
students appropriate behaviors in those locations. These were the best
videos we’ve ever had done! The Team Leaders also performed our school
song with new dance moves!

911 Visit
The Gurnee Police Department visited River Trail School
on January 27th to talk with all Kindergarten through
3rd grade classes. The officers taught the students
about how to call 911, what do do if they ever have to,
and they should only call when there is a real
emergency. Thank you Gurnee Police Department!

SPAULDING SCHOOL
PBIS Assembly

Dance Night

Spaulding School held its quarterly PBIS
Assembly, which included several “Minute To
Win It” games. The contestants were picked
from all super power tickets gathered during
the quarter.

On Monday night about 300 Spaulding students and staff gathered at Warren
High School for their annual Dance Night. Students learned and performed 22
dances for their family and friends. Everyone was invited on the dance floor
for the last three dances.

PTO News
The next PTO Board Meeting is on Monday, February 8th at 7:00pm in
the District Office (behind Spaulding School). Please join us as we
continue to plan for fun events through the rest of this school year and
begin filling Board and Committee Chair positions for next year.

Click here to go to Kiddos Website
Click here to go to the District 56 PTO website!

!

Tweet
of the
Week

Reminder

!
No school on February 12th - Teacher Conferences
!
No school on February 15th - Presidents’ day

!
!

A Message from Officer Baker
THE BEST TITLE I OWN

Kids at school worry about clothes, makeup, and earrings. They shove socks into the toes of their
shoes because they will be made fun of if their shoes get creases. They change friends from
semester to semester, and they fall in and out of love, sometimes in the same day. I wish their
focus was on school and having fun, but at school, they are focused on keeping up with fashion
trends and possessions. Last year, I taught a class to get kids to look at who they are on the
inside and not be so bothered by an outside image. I encouraged them to worry more about
building character and less about what others think about them. Titles can create false images.
Titles don’t bring happiness. The money from titles doesn’t bring happiness, and the perks from
titles do not bring happiness. Deep down inside, the responsibilities, the work, the pain and the
tears from these titles define who we are and ultimately bring us happiness or burden (if we focus
on the wrong things). !

!

As a kid, I also did it wrong, far too often. I tried to find a title, not myself. I spent a lot of time
creating and chasing goals, trying to increase my title in hopes of completing some romanticized
dream that would bring eternal happiness. Over the years, I realized that I held a lot of titles: son,
little brother, cousin, relative, friend, best friend or classmate. While I was chasing a career, I held
the following titles: cashier, stock boy, security officer, Community Service Officer, Sheriff’s
Deputy, and eventually Police Officer. As a police officer, I have held over twenty “titles.” !

!

But none these titles say who I am. They say what I did. Who I am is the following: a Husband, a
Father, daddy, best friend, confidant, mentor, or teacher. Without a title I am the person who
opens his home to those in need; who brings meals to those who can’t cook for themselves; and
who tries to help kids with all the adult stuff they are sometimes forced to deal with as kids. I
listen to their problems and offer solutions without judging or chastising them. Everyday, I think
about new ways to reach people in need. Everyday, I pray for our students, our staff, and their
families. I donate time, money, and resources to help others because a title doesn’t say who I am;
it only says what I do. I am more complex than any title given to me, and, so are you. If and
when we are able to judge character, and look at people beyond what they look like, what they
own or what title they hold, we all can stop focusing on the things which really don’t matter. Then
and only then will we be able to move on as a society. Then and only then will we be able to see
who we really are deep inside us without the
tarnish of a title, looks, or possessions. Before
you judge me, know me, not based on one
conversation, or a rumor, or what I said or did on
my worst day. And in return, I will do the same for
you. We both deserve second chances, and the
world needs people to forgive often and stop
expecting perfection in others. So what is my best
title? The one that accurately reflects who I am
inside, and not what I do or say on the outside.

Read to Succeed:
Winter Reading Program
Grades K-12.
Thru Feb. 27
Join us to read, succeed and win prizes.
Sign up online, in the library or on the
bookmobile beginning Jan.16; read 600
minutes before Feb. 27 for a chance to
win a prize. Complete an extra activity
for a chance to win a grand prize. Too
cold to come out? Try our easy online
registration and keep a reading log at
www.wnpl.info Registration is required.

Estimation Jars
Grades Pre-K-12
Thru Feb. 27
Visit the Youth Services Desk and The
Vault to guess how many items are in
the container for a chance to win! One
entry per day (Changes bi-weekly.)
!

Find Skates
Grades Pre-K-12
Thru Feb. 27
Each week a picture of Skates, the
Chicago Wolves mascot, will be hiding
in the Youth Services Area and on the
Bookmobile. If you spot him, go to the
desk for a prize.

Blind Date With a Book for
Grades 6-12
Feb. 1 - 29
Stop by The Vault and check out one of
our specially wrapped books. Fill out a
Rate a Date slip and return by March 1
for a chance to win a date night: movie
tickets and dessert for two! Registration
is not required.

Movie Matinee Mon., Feb. 15, 2pm
The Princess and the Frog (Rated G)
All ages with adult are invited to watch
this movie on our big screen. Animal
crackers will be served. Registration is
not required.
Please feel free to copy and/or distribute this
newsletter throughout your school. If you
have any questions, please contact us at
(847)244-5150, Ext. 3050, or
youth1@wnpl.info.
Warren-Newport Public Library District
224 N. O’Plaine Road, Gurnee, IL 60031
847-244-5150
www.wnpl.info

Jane Friess, School Liaison
jfriess@wnpl.info
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Upcoming Programs
The library offers enriching and fun programs for kids of all ages. Listed
below are programs that will run in February. Register online at
www.wnpl.info by clicking on the “Calendar” link.

Activities for Kids in Elementary Grades
Sensory Storytime
Sat., Feb. 6, 2-3pm
Ages 4-8 with adult. These storytimes engage all of the senses through
music, movement, stories and play in a non-traditional format for children
who have autism, difficulties with sensory processing, or simply sitting
still. Registration is required.
Tweens Read
Thurs., Feb. 18, 4:30-5:15pm
Grades 3-5.
Read any book by Roald Dahl, enjoy a snack and play bookish games.
Check with the Youth Services desk for a list of recommended titles.
Registration is required.
Explore the Underground Railroad
Sat., Feb. 20, 2pm
All ages with an adult. Did you know that Gurnee was a stop on the
Underground Railroad? Dramatist Terry Lynch of Histories for Kids
explains how a safe house was operated, including some in the
Chicagoland area. Registration everyone who is attending.

Especially for Teens

(Grades 6 -12)

Chocolate Explosion
Thurs., Feb. 11, 4-5pm
Celebrate Valentine’s Day with chocolate crafts, games and trivia. We
will make creative candy valentines you can give to friends or family.
Registration is required.
Tabletop Gaming Club
Thurs., Feb. 11, 6:30-8pm
Join us in The Vault to play board games, card games, role-playing
games and any other game that can be played on a table. Choose from
the library collection or you may bring your own games to play.
Registration is required.
Anime & Manga Club
Wed., Feb. 17, 4-5:30pm
Watch episodes of your favorite anime together on our big screen!
Snacks and giveaways at every meeting. Registration is not required.
Drawing Club
Wed., Feb. 17, 7-8pm
Do you love to draw? Join our club where you can learn techniques,
share ideas, or just hang out and doodle! All skill levels encouraged to
join. Pencils, paper and drawing books provided. Registration is not
required.
Kool Reads
Tues., Feb. 23,4:30-5:30pm
Join us for great reads, lively discussions and refreshments. The 2016
Caudill nominee Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan will be
available for check-out at the Youth Services Desk. Registration is
required.
TAG Team
Sat., Feb. 27,11am-12pm
Teens are needed to plan new teen activities at the library. Light
refreshments served. Registration is required.
Super Smash Bros. Wii U Tournament
Sat., Feb. 27, 1-3:30pm
Battle your foes on the big screen. Prizes and snacks provided.
Registration is required.

Gurnee School District 56
Is Celebrating!

5 th Annual Black History Month Program
Come and join us as we celebrate Black History
Month and showcase the talents of our students.

WHAT:

Black History Month Celebration

WHERE:

Prairie Trail School

13600 W. Wadsworth Road Wadsworth, IL 60083

WHEN: Monday, February 29, 2016
TIME: 6:15pm - 7:45 pm
For more information contact:
Maria Moreano at 847-249-6253,"Cheryl Caesar 847-662-3701,
Sheryl Gray 847- 623-4333, or Ryan Lazar 847- 336-2108

