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eLearning Days at District 56
The State of Illinois has selected Gurnee
District 56 as one of three sites to pilot
eLearning days when schools are required to be
closed for inclement weather or a natural
disaster. With the District's 1:1 initiative, we are
eminently qualified to accept a challenge of this
magnitude and appreciate the States confidence
in us.
Currently, State statute requires that when
inclement weather forces school closures, school
districts are required to make-up the days at the
end of the school year. In the past, these days have been poorly attended and unproductive. At District
56, we have built in emergency days scheduled into the school calendar to address those concerns but
have been required to also add more days at the end of the school year because of the volatility of the
weather over the last several winters.
We believe that we can conduct virtual school days when schools are closed with the experiences we
have garnered as a 1:1 District. These virtual days would allow for continuous learning in a format
very similar to the one used on a normal school day.
The District staff is developing plans to assist all families to be connected to the Internet, provide every
student an eBook to outline learning opportunities during the eLearning days, and provide teacher
support during an eLearning day to assist students with their learning activities. A parent night will be
scheduled in January at each school to provide parents a snapshot of what an eLearning day would
look like along with tips that parents can utilize to make the learning experience a positive one for their
children.
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PARCC Update
This week, your child’s teacher will be distributing two performance reports, one for language arts and
one for mathematics, from the new standardized test for Illinois public school children called the
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) test. District 56 students in
grades 3-8 took the assessment 8 months ago, during the previous school year. Information on how to
interpret the individual student report can be found at this link.
The Illinois State Board of Education has released the preliminary results regarding how Illinois students
performed on the test and those results can be viewed at this link. As a district, we exceeded the State’s
requirement of 95% student participation; our students exceeded the state average performance in ELA;
and we were about the same as the state average in mathematics.
At this point, the assessment is still in its developmental stage. The format will be different in the spring in
that students will be taking a shorter test than they did last year. Once the assessment format is finalized
and we have more years of results to make comparisons to, the information will become more useful to us
as we compare our yearly performance to other districts in the state and around the country. If you have
any questions related to what your child’s individual experience with PARCC was like, please contact your
child’s teacher or school principal.

Getting to Know Mrs. Jill Klode
This week, we are highlighting Mrs. Jill Klode, a first grade teacher at Spaulding School. Mrs. Klode
received the BS in elementary education from Lake Forest College and double majored in English
Literature. She has been married to her husband Fitz for 22
years. They have three daughters, Anna, a junior at the
University of Minnesota, Emily, a freshman at the University
of Wisconsin, and Megan, a sophomore in high school.
Mrs. Klode began her teaching career in McHenry. When
her daughter Anna was born, she stayed home with her.
During this time, she received a reading specialist degree
from George Williams College. Mrs. Klode restarted her
teaching career at District 56 when Megan was in first grade.
She is now in her tenth year of teaching at Spaulding School.
Mrs. Klode enjoys working at District 56 where she is
inspired by her coworkers and students every day.
Mrs. Klode enjoys going on vacations with her family,
walking her dogs, riding her bike, gardening, and reading.
She is an outstanding employee and a dedicated professional.

PTO News
The Annual PTO Holiday Shop is on Saturday, December 12th at Viking Middle School. Join us for this
fun event that features over 50 crafters and vendors, make-and-take crafts and gifts for the kids, the D56
Jazz Ensemble, raffles, concessions provided by Cravings Red Hots, a Bake Sale and much, much more.
This event would not be possible without many adult and student volunteers. Please consider volunteering
for this event and sign up on one of the following links.
Adult sign up: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D4DACA72CA1FC1-adult
Student sign up: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F0D4DACA72CA1FC1-student	
  
The Harlem Wizards are coming to Gurnee on Friday, January 8th to challenge our very own Victorious
Vikings team consisting of our outstanding District 56 staff. To order tickets online, please visit
www.harlemwizards.com. You can also send a completed order form to any of the D56 schools or purchase
tickets at the Holiday Shop. Wizard tickets also make great holiday gifts! The Wizard events sell out all over
the country, so order your tickets today! Volunteers are also need to support this event, sign up at http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f45abaf2ca4fe3-d56harlem

D56 Intermediate
Band Concert

Thanksgiving Feast

Spaulding School kindergarten students gathered together for the annual Thanksgiving Feast to
celebrate the holiday. A big thank you to the many parents who volunteered their time and resources to
help make this event successful for our students.

Annual Turkey Trot
Spaulding School held its annual Turkey Trot.
Families joined students and staff to run in the
snow and compete for the Turkey Trot trophy.
Everyone warmed up with hot chocolate after
the event.

Viking Drama Presents “A Christmas
Carol” December 4-5, 2015

Tweet
of the
Week

A Message from Officer Baker

LIKE A COIN THAT WON’T GET TOSSED - NEIL YOUNG “OLD MAN”
I was listening to this song when I got focused on the lyrics “Like a coin that won’t get tossed.” I am not
sure why, but it made me think how sad it would be for a coin never to get tossed. It made me think about
our students.
Imagine twenty years ago, a pair of coins were introduced into
this world. Born only seconds apart, identical twins in every way.
But being born the same does not insure their lives will travel the
same paths. The two coins were eventually separated and started
their lives on different paths. The first coin was handed out to a
man who looked at his change and grumbled. He saw changes as
worthless in its current state. Never thinking it would amount too
much or turn out to be anything of real value, he discarded it in
an ashtray in his truck never giving it a second look. He went on
with his life never thinking about his coin.
His identical coin brother was picked up at a bank but had a much different set of travels. This coin was
used to show appreciation to a waitress with a smile for doing such a good job. When she got home, she
handed the new shiny coin to her son who beamed with joy over receiving it. He looked at it and
marveled at the shine and portraits carved into it. Mom taught him what each symbol and portrait meant
and the coin had more meaning. Dad taught him how to spin the coin. After dinner there was a big
decision to make over where to go on vacation. How was it settled? Dad flipped the coin, and like Forrest
Gump, the second coin traveled the country. The coin brought joy, hope, confirmed faith, and was used
to better everyone who had the chance to enjoy and appreciate it.
As fate would have it, one day the coins ended up together again. The shiny coin was looking at the
condition of its once identical twin. The coin was dull and the portraits were worn down indicating much
use. As the two began to talk, it was clear that the first coin was sad because it had missed out on so
much. He was in fact a coin that was never tossed.
Unfortunately, children are treated the same way. Not everyone understands how important a child can
be. Some see children as an expense or burden that is a stumbling block to their own happiness. When
you are dealing with a child who may be acting out, rude, or angry, there can be a very good reason for
it. Some kids never feel special, are never held, and are reminded that they are a burden. That is why
teachers are important. They are the ones who see the worth of every child. When a child walks into a
classroom, teachers search and find that potential. They find their strengths and most importantly, then
teach them what they found. Every child has a purpose. Some use it to show what can happen and others
what will happen. Teachers give children meaning and purpose. However, teachers are only one stop in a
very long journey. The journey only really starts once a child is given direction, confidence and
understanding of their gift. May no child go “untossed."

Volunteers Needed!
D56 Holiday Shop/Craft Show
Saturday, December 12th
Viking Niddle School
10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Dear D56 Students and Parents,!
!
It’s almost time for our annual !
D56 Holiday Shop/Craft Show! We are !
in need of parents and student volunteers !
to help make our day a success! Please consider
donating your time for this fun event. Every person
who volunteers will receive a free raffle ticket for
prizes!!
!
To sign up please visit d56pto.org and follow the !
Sign-Up Genius link.!
!
Thanks for your support! !
The Gurnee D56 PTO!

