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District Conducts First eLearning Day
On February 9th, the District conducted its first eLearning Day. A week of snow accumulations
forced the administration to close school on that Friday. As one of three districts in Illinois that are
permitted to conduct classes virtually when school is cancelled for inclement weather, the District
implemented its eLearning Day Plan. Teachers reported that when they logged onto their computers
and iPads for the eLearning Day, they were bombarded with emails from students who were ready to
begin learning virtually. One of my administrative assistants stopped by McDonalds to get some
breakfast and found one of our families there connected to their free WiFi system.
With no one knowing exactly what to expect, I am sure some teachers were
thinking this could be a very stressful day, but as the day proceeded, the
system found its tipping point. One of the issues we were watching very
closely was tech support. Would we be able to problem solve with our
students to allow them access to the Internet during the day? We had 37
requests for tech assistance on Friday and over the weekend. All but ten of
those requests were made by students, and it appears from following the tech
support thread that most of the issues that students faced were traced back to
our security filter. We are working with that provider to eliminate or limit that
problem in the future.
I have had a number of people share anecdotes, tweets, and Facebook pages
with me after the day finished. It appears that most people thought our first
eLearning Day was successful, but I would really like to hear from more of you. You should have
received a survey from me asking you to give me your opinions about our first eLearning Day. I hope
you will take a few minutes and complete it. We are very interested in making the next eLearning Day
better for everyone, and the only way to do that is for us to learn from our past experiences. Please
accept my thanks in advance for you taking the time to share your opinions with me.
Finally, I want to thank our staﬀ, students, and parents for conducting this pilot with integrity and
commitment. There was an excitement in our buildings on the Thursday before the eLearning Day. It
would have been very easy for everyone to fear the unknown and fight this change. Instead, everyone
embraced the eLearning Day with the attitude that we are going to have fun with this and make this a
great experience for everyone. That is called the Spirit of 56! On behalf of the Board of Education,
thank you for your support of our students and this District.

Click here to read The News Sun Article about District 56 eLearning Day
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Getting to Know Mrs. Catherine Phelps
Art Teacher
Mrs.% Phelps% has% enjoyed% working% at% District% 56% for% over% 10%
years%as%the%art%teacher%at%Gurnee%Grade%School%and%now%at%
River% Trail% School.% % Teaching% students% from% kindergarten%
through% eighth% grade% always% keeps% her% on% her% toes,% and% is%
never% boring!% It’s% fun% to% bring% new% experiences% to% so% many%
students% through% interesting% art% materials% and% by%
introducing%them%to%world%culture.%%
Growing% up% in% Chicago% was% wonderful% with% its% many%
museums% and% cultural% events,% and% it% helped% inspire% her% to%
pursue% a% career% in% art.% % She% attended% the% School% of% the% Art%
Institute%of%Chicago,%where%she%graduated%with%a%BFA%degree%
and% certiNication% to% teach% art.% % Her% Nirst% teaching% job% was%
working% with% high% school% students% who% had% emotional%
disabilities,% which% lead% her% to% the% Nield% of% art% therapy,% and%
obtaining%her%MAAT%degree%also%from%SAIC.%%
Mrs.%Phelps%has%been%married%to%her%husband%Sam%
for% 32% years,% and% they% have% Nive% children.% % All% but%
one% of% their% children% live% in% the% Chicago% area,% so%
they% are% lucky% to% be% able% to% spend% a% lot% of% family%
time% with% them.% % Their% oldest% two% children% are%
married,% and% both% couples% have% recently% blessed%
them%with%grandchildren.%%When%not%spending%time%
with% family,% Mrs.% Phelps% loves% to% travel,% visit%
museums%and%ride%her%bike.%%
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District 56 Blog - Great Things…
This week’s guest blogger, Kyra Brown shared about something
she is doing in her classroom called…

“Biliteracy in District 56: Nurturing the Full Capabilities of
our Bilingual Students”
Click here to go to the District 56 Blog and check it out!

Parent Teacher Conferences
Wednesday, February 28th &
Thursday, March 1st
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Cardboard Challenge at
Prairie Trail School
Creativity and collaboration have been on full display this week
at Prairie Trail School, as our 5th grade students have been
working in teams to engage in our first ever Cardboard
Challenge. The Cardboard Challenge is a celebration of
creativity, innovation, and teamwork, where students use the
engineering design process to build whatever they can imagine
out of cardboard and then play it or display it.
The inspiration for the Cardboard Challenge comes from a young boy named Cain who possessed
both creativity and an entrepreneurial spirit. To check out Cain’s story, please click the following
link: "Cain's Story" .
To prepare for this event, students watched the video about Cain and then some instructional
videos before being aﬀorded time to plan their designs. Then on Monday and Tuesday, students
spent roughly 45 minutes each day building their creations from cardboard, tape and other
recyclable materials. The final touches were completed on Wednesday and our 3rd and 4th grade
students were able to tour the building and vote on the projects that they found to be the most
creative and most fun. This exciting event was made possible by the hard work and flexibility of
Prairie Trail's 5th grade teachers as well as other staﬀ, administration, and custodians who
organized the students to plan, build, and disassemble their projects as well as collect, distribute,
and recycle the cardboard.

Spaulding School’s Annual
“Dance Night”
Warren High School was the site of Spaulding School's recent
annual Dance Night. Kindergarten, first, and second grade students
learned twenty dances, which they presented to their families. The
dance is the culmination of five weeks of practice that integrates
the music and physical education curriculums. Students and
families were also treated to a teacher flash mob to the song
"Uptown Funk."

“Kella” visits Spaulding School

Kella, a therapy dog, and her owner/
trainer, retired Spaulding School
teacher Karen Shinners, recently
visited her former school's
Structured Learning Class.

Young Citizen’s Award
This month the Gurnee Exchange Club honored Skylar & Abigail Harris, 6th graders at Viking School
and Naomi Gomez, a 6th grader at River Trail School, with the Young Citizens Award. This award is
presented to students who demonstrate scholarship, service, leadership and good citizenship on a
daily basis. Congratulations to Skylar, Abigail and Naomi for being great ambassadors for D56.

Skylar Harris
Abigail Harris

Viking was doubly lucky
this year to receive two
amazing sixth grade
students, Skylar and
Abigail Harris.
Both
Skylar and Abigail are
incredibly hard working
and truly love learning.
They display thought,
effort, and creativity on
their assignments.
In
addition to their
a c a d e m i c
achievements, Abigail
and Skylar both also
show care and
compassion
to
classmates. They both
have a positive attitude
and are wonderful role
models to others.

Team Lead Game Day
at River Trail School
Team Lead students at River Trail School enjoyed a
“Game Day” with the younger students during their
lunch. The students had a lot of fun interacting
and playing board games, cards and Uno.

Naomi is an
outstanding
student who is
well respected
by her peers
and teachers.
She has a
younger brother
that she helps
out at home,
and she is a
member of the
R i v e r Tr a i l
Yearbook Club
and a National
Junior Honor
S o c i e t y
Candidate.

Naomi Gomez

D56 PTO News

Gurnee School District 56
Black History Month Celebration
Save The Date
Date: February 22
Location: Prairie Trail School
Time: 6:15-7:30

CHADD and Warren Township Youth and Family Services Present…

PARENT TO PARENT
A comprehensive program for parents of children with ADHD
Do you feel lost when it comes to ADHD and its related issues and concerns? Upon completion of this
training, you will have a comprehensive map showing you how to effectively manage ADHD-related issues
and advocate for your child.
Course Description
Designed by parents for parents, this 14-hour, multisession, interactive training program is delivered by
certified Parent to Parent teachers. Their experience and perspective are provided to educate parents new to
ADHD or those struggling to navigate its many challenges. Interaction with other parents will alleviate the
isolation that parents of children with ADHD often feel. Such a comprehensive offering is not found anywhere
else. A certificate of completion is available to fulfill court-ordered or parenting class requirements
The course includes a state-of-the-art curriculum with the training provided by an experienced, certified Parent
to Parent Teacher. Each of the sections covers an area of information absolutely essential to the successful
management of ADHD. And best of all, the training is from a parent's perspective, brought to you by experts
who have faced the same struggles, questions, and challenges you face. In addition to the classes you will
receive a Parent to Parent Workbook full of helpful articles, tips and worksheets to use in your own family.
SESSION 1: Overview of ADHD
SESSION 2: Probable Cause and Assessment
SESSION 3: Comprehensive Treatment: Medication and Psycho-social Treatment
SESSION 4: Obstacles to creating an ADHD-Friendly Home Environment.
SESSION 5: Strategies for creating an ADHD-Friendly Home Environment
SESSION 6: Supporting Your Child at School: How ADHD Affects Learning
SESSION 7: Supporting Your Child at School: Requesting Support for Your Child.
SESSION 8. Supporting Your Child at School: Educational Rights
Registration: This program was developed and is supported by Children and Adults with AttentionDeficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD) and does require membership in CHADD to participate in this
training. The CHADD Membership is a separate fee (if you are not a member). There are no additional fees for
the other parent (fees are per couple).
Day: S Date: 3/3 - 3/10 Time: 9 am – 5 pm Hours: 14
Material fee per couple*: $20/$60 NR
Location: Warren Township Youth Services 100 S. Greenleaf Street Gurnee, IL
CHADD Membership is required. If you are not a CHADD Members, you will be asked to bring a check
to the first group made out to Warren Township Youth Services in the amount of $50.00. Youth Services
will take care of submitting the membership application.

To register, or for further info. call 847-244-1101 ext *401 or go to
http://www.wtyouthservices.com/parenting-adult-programs

Gurnee School District #56

Wednesday, March 7, 2018
6:30 PM
Who: This is for PARENTS of incoming kindergarten students.
Children will not be able to sit and pay attention to this adult
presentation. Students must be 5 years old by September 1,
2018 to go to kindergarten.
Location: River Trail, 333 O’Plaine Road, Gurnee
Purpose: This is an orientation for parents of incoming
kindergarten students. We will help you understand what you will
need to do to enroll your child in kindergarten next fall and give
you ideas for getting your child ready for school. If you know
anyone who qualifies for kindergarten next fall, please pass this
information to them. We can’t wait to meet you!
Pleases RSVP to either Spaulding School at 847-662-3701 or to River
Trail School at 847-249-6253 to give us your child’s name and verify
residency.
This will be presented in both English and Spanish.

YOU’RE INVITED TO

AN EVENING OF INNOVATION!

Viking Middle School
April 11, 2018 • 3:30pm - 7:00pm
www.d56.org/makerfaire

Show & Tell student projects
Make & Take hands-on activities
Build & Play with tools and toys
Science Fair of middle school experiments
Community Displays from local makers

CALLING ALL MAKERS!
Find out how you can participate!
Visit: www.d56.org/makerfaire

