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DECEMBER 8, 2017

D R . J O H N H U T TO N, S U P E R I N T E N D E N T

Another Exciting Week
I want to start by congratulating Mrs. Pionke and her junior thespians on their
production of “Shrek: The Musical”. I was so impressed with the quality of the
performances from our student actors and actresses, the pit band, the students
back stage, and the sound and lighting directors. Mrs. Pionke does a great job
of making sure that every student understands the significance of his or her role
in ensuring a great production. As always, the lessons learned in extra
curricular activities have a significant impact on classroom learning and the
social/emotional development of our students.
On December 2nd, River Trail School hosted its first ever
Family Library Day. The RTS Library was open for business on Saturday morning, and
students were encouraged to check out library books and use the makerspace to create a
project of interest. Dr. Glickley estimated that 25 families took advantage of their newly
designed library space and reported that great connections were made with each of the
families in attendance.
On Tuesday night, Prairie Trail School hosted an Imagine Learning/Imagine Math open
house for parents. The District is piloting Imagine Learning with second language learners
across all four schools, and Imagine Math is being piloted at
Prairie Trail School as a tool to enhance the attainment of
mathematical skills. Representatives from Imagine were in
attendance at the open house and explained the value of their
products to our parents and students. Mr. Simmons said the
school received a commitment from 150 individuals to
attend, and the actual number of attendees was very close to that number. With the
meeting starting at 6:00 pm, the school provided pizza and soft drinks for attendees
to ensure that they did not need to choose between attendance at the meeting and
eating dinner. The event was a great success for Prairie Trail School.
On December 8th, the date of the publication of this communique, Spaulding
School will host their Epic Build that will allow students to demonstrate their coding skills in a project-based
learning activity. We had a great turnout from our Spaulding School parents last year in our first ever Epic Build,
and we look forward to this year’s event being even better than last year’s. We continue to be very excited about
the benefits coding and computer science literacy will bring to our students in preparing them for a career in the
21st century.
On behalf of the Board of Education, I want to thank not only all of our parents for supporting the great events that
are occurring in our schools but also our administration and staff, who are developing new and innovative ways to
engage students in the learning process.
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Getting to Know Mrs. Lizette Quinones
2nd Grade Bilingual Teacher
Mrs. Quinones has been working in the district since 2008. She is the first-second grade bilingual
teacher at Spaulding. Before working here she was a stay at home mom to her three kids, Manuel,
Cesar and Lisiann. She has been married to her husband Jose for 29 years. She is also a register
nurse.
Mrs. Quinones moved from Puerto Rico in
2001 and has lived in Gurnee since. She loves
being a part of District 56. She enjoys coming
to work, spending time with her colleagues and
teaching her students how to become great
citizens.
Her kids are 25, 23, and 22 years old
respectively. Manuel is getting his Masters in
Animation at DePaul University, and her
daughter is in her first year of law school at
John Marshall in Chicago. Her son Cesar
goes to a day program in Libertyville.
Mrs. Quinones loves to take pictures, cook, do
crafts, go to church, spend time with her family,
and teach.

The Cold Weather Has Arrived!
Remember that students will be
going outside for recess until the
temperature or windchill is below
“10” degrees.
Please be sure that your child has a coat to wear
every day for recess.

Tweet
of the
Week

@GurneeD56

District 56 Blog - Great Things…
This week’s guest blogger, Ashley Silver shared about something
she is doing in her classroom called…

“A Home Away From Home: Making ELL Students Feel
Comfortable in the Classroom”

Click here to go to the District 56 Blog and check it out!

“Silly String the Principal” at Prairie Trail School
In response to feedback from a family, our PTO
decided to replace the Fall Catalogue Fundraiser
with a D56 coin war. The grand prize was to be a
dance party for the school that raised the most
money.
Mrs. Ritter, our PTO president then
worked with each building principal to develop an
incentive that could be provided to the classroom
in their school that contributed the most money per
student. In working with our PTO, our hope was that an
opportunity to silly string the Principal would motivate
students to contribute to the PTO Coin Wars. At that
time, little did I know, how many students were just
waiting for their chance. Each day teachers would share with me how excited their kids were about
the prize at stake. The kids would stop me in the hallway and ask if their classroom was in the lead,
and remind me that they were just waiting for their turn to spray me. As the event approached, Mrs.
Ritter, our PTO president, was kind enough to offer me the use of her Pig costume. Mrs. Ritter had
used this costume to encourage and motivate the students to fill their classroom piggy bank at the
beginning of the contest. Once we learned that Mrs. Pluta's students, one of our fifth grade classes
at Prairie Trail, was the classroom who raised the most money per a student, we worked with her to
figure out how to structure the event. Knowing that the act of spraying their silly string would end
quickly, Ms. Arteaga, our secretary, and Mrs. Pluta were able to capture the fun through pictures and
video. Mrs. Kibitlewski and Mrs. Wyman capitalized on the technology at hand to produce this video
to be shared with our staff and students. As a thank you to all of our families who so generously
gave as part of this fundraiser, we hope that you too will enjoy the fun.

Click here to watch the "Silly String the Principal" video

Open House at
Prairie Trail School
Families of Imagine Math and Imagine Language and Literacy students were brought together on
December 5th for a night of learning! There were over 100 people in attendance! An Imagine
Learning representative gave overview presentations on both programs, showcasing parent portals
as well as live student activities. Mrs. Stryjewski’s students created a keynote highlighting some key
aspects of Imagine Language and Literacy, videos explaining activities as well as their favorite part of
the app. Mrs. Silver's students demonstrated the steps they go through while on the Imagine Math
program. This was a great way to show parents student engagement and for students to “teach” their
parents about the work they do. The families enjoyed pizza, raffle prizes, getting to know about both
programs, and the important work their students are doing here at
school! Way to go Imagine students!

Family Library Day at River Trail School
Saturday morning, December 2nd, was RTS Family Library Day! Kids and their families were
invited to come explore our newly renovated LRC and borrow 5 books per child to keep until
after the holidays. Each child decorated a canvas book bag in our Makerspace using markers,
stamps and LOTS of creativity! About 25 families joined us between 9:30 and noon and took
home 125 books! The fire was crackling on the interactive TV and holiday songs filled the air
as the kids proudly showed their families around their space. The staff visited with parents in
our comfy couch area in our casual, relaxed atmosphere. We LOVE our parent connection time
however we can get it! The staff all agreed it was a worthwhile way to spend a Saturday
morning!

Winter Break Dates:
December 25th through January 5th
Return to school on January 8th!

District 56 Sports Teams - Go Vikings

8th Grade Boys Basketball

8th Grade Girls Basketball

7th Grade Boys Basketball

7th Grade Girls Basketball

VIKING CHEER

VIKING POMS

Happy December
Holiday Shop Saturday Dec 9…
Come to Volunteer, Stay to Shop!!!

Holiday Shop will be on December
9, 2017 at Viking School. We will
have over 75 vendors, make and
take crafts, bake sale, pictures
with Santa, and a Snowman Shop
for kids. There is something for
everyone in the family to do at
this awesome holiday event! See
the attached flyer for more
information!

We are looking for

volunteers 5th grade – adult to
help with the event.

Interested

in volunteering? Please sign up at
the link below to hold your spot!

h"p://signup.com/go/JCyzaBk

Warren Youth
Lacrosse

Spring Registration
Opens Soon:
December 4th - February 28th
U-14 (Grades 7th/8th)

U-12 (Grades 6th/5th)

U-10 (Grades 3rd-4th)

U-8 (Grades Kind-2nd)

Visit www.WarrenLax.com
For More Information, Please email Mr. Sal Carpita @ warren.lacrosse@outlook.com

YMCA Camp Duncan
Kids Day Out Program
YMCA Camp Duncan offers a wonderful opportunity for kids ages 4 thru 8th grade to be outside
and active during their days off school. Our school year program meets in the Main Lodge and
offers a variety of activities. Check your child’s school calendar and choose the dates that work
with your schedule.
Rate:
$50/day *includes all activities
Hours:
Program runs from 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Extended care available at no extra cost
from 6:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
Location:
Main Lodge
32405 N. Hwy 12
Ingleside, IL 60041
What to Bring:
Snack, sack lunch, and weather appropriate
clothing. Please have your child wear
gym shoes.
Activities:
Games, Arts and Crafts, Hiking, Archery,
Adventure Programs, and MUCH MORE!
Questions:
Contact the Camp Duncan office
847-546-8086 or dkiessel@ymcachicago.org
To Register:
Visit www.ymcacampduncan.org or
Fill out the registration form on back
and mail, scan or fax to:
32405 N. Hwy 12
Ingleside, IL 60041
Fax: 847-546-3550

KIDS DAY OUT PROGRAM
DATES FOR 2017-2018
Monday 10/9/17 – Columbus Day
Wednesday 11/22/17 – Fall Break
Tuesday 12/26/17 – Winter Break
Wednesday 12/27/17 – Winter Break
Thursday 12/28/17 – Winter Break
Friday 12/29/17 – Winter Break
Tuesday 1/2/18 – Winter Break
Wednesday 1/3/18 – Winter Break
Thursday 1/4/18 – Winter Break
Friday 1/5/18 – Winter Break
Monday 1/15/18 – MLK, Jr. Day
Friday 2/16/18 – Institute Day
Monday 2/19/18 – Presidents’ Day
Monday 3/26/18 – Spring Break
Tuesday 3/27/18 – Spring Break
Wednesday 3/28/18 – Spring Break
Thursday 3/29/18 – Spring Break
Friday 3/30/18 – Spring Break
Monday 4/2/18 – Institute Day

