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FEBRUARY 8, 2019

Thoughts from Dr. Pacatte
The Power of “Soft Skills”
Early this week I had the opportunity to be a spectator at some of our after school activities being held at
Viking Middle School. Due to the need to reschedule most things from the week before, there were three
events taking place at the same time—volleyball, wrestling, scholastic bowl, and later in the evening the Jazz
Ensemble was working with a guest composer. First, I was so happy to see how many opportunities our
students had on just one evening. I can tell you not every school district is able to provide all of those events
for their students. Second, I was impressed by the manner in which most of the students I saw conducted
themselves. It was gratifying to see our students displaying good sportsmanship, positive attitudes,
manners, teamwork, and respect.
One of my favorite things to watch at the wrestling meets is the final step after the match ends, the
handshake. Each wrestler, win or lose, walks over to the opposing coach and shakes their hand. This is a
powerful skill for our students to learn and they learn this through practice. They learn that it is a way of
showing respect. They learn that along with the handshake comes eye contact. Not all of our students are
comfortable with eye contact yet, but they will get there. When I interview potential employees, that
handshake sets the tone and tells me something about that person. It is gratifying to watch each student
oﬀer their hand as a sign of respect and adding that to their skill set.
As I was watching the volleyball game, I was chatting with some students who were watching the game, as
well. They actually started the conversation. “Hi Dr. Pacatte!” with a smile and a wave. That alone, coming
from a middle schooler, is exciting; but then to have a conversation comparing our manicures was not only
fun for me, but demonstrated the students’ level of confidence as well as maturity. As one of the team
members from the visiting team walked by, one of the girls smiled and said, “Hello”. This student’s face
showed he had no idea what to make of that and kept walking. I don’t think he was being rude, I just think a
stranger being friendly threw him oﬀ. I promptly encouraged our student to keep doing that because it is a
great thing to do. To be comfortable enough to say “hello” to a visitor says something about the students
who are hosting.
When our volleyball players would miss a serve or misplace a set their teammates would keep moving
forward. A few claps and a pat on the back kept the team moving. They were sending each other the
message that they are in this together, win or lose. The ability to be a part of a group with a common goal is
another skill that these students will develop over time. Through the opportunities we provide, our students
discover how they work in groups and what role they play. They improve their comfort and confidence levels
and begin to figure out who they are and who they want to be with our staﬀ along side to guide them.
Some day, all of these students will be interviewing for a job and it is my hope that the soft skills they are
developing today will be evident from their friendly greeting, strong handshake, and the ability to discuss why
they would be an important member of the team.
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100 STAKEHOLDERS PROJECT
LOOKING FOR INTERESTED COMMUNITY MEMBERS!

The Stakeholder meetings would be a one on one meeting with Dr. Pacatte that would last 20-30
minutes. During this time, she wants to hear your hopes and dreams for our schools, things you think
we do well, and where you’d like to see us improve. All of the information collected during these
meetings will be considered as the administrative team works on annual goals and objectives moving
forward. If you would be interested in participating in this project, please reach out to Mrs. Lori
Rupsch, at the District Oﬃce. She can be reached at (847) 336-0800. Dr. Pacatte will then reach out to
you to set up a mutually agreeable time for your Stakeholder Meeting. She looks forward to hearing
from you. Please know that translators may be available if needed.

HELP WANTED

LUNCHROOM SUPERVISION
Gurnee District 56 schools continue to look for lunchroom supervisors and substitutes for
lunchroom supervisors. If you are looking for an opportunity to work for a few hours while your
child is in school, this might be the perfect fit for you. Please contact Lori Rupsch at the District
Oﬃce (847-336-0800) for information as to which schools have vacancies. All schools are
looking for substitutes.
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
Gurnee District 56 schools are looking to expand the number of substitute teachers available to
work in our schools on a daily basis. A college degree and substitute teaching license are
required. The process to receive a substitute teaching license can be provided. If you have a
Bachelor’s Degree and are interested, there are trainings available throughout the year. Please
reach out to Lori Rupsch at the District Oﬃce for next steps.
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Gurnee School D56 Happenings

This past week, Viking Bands welcomed New York City-based bass
trombonist, composer, and hip-hop producer Reginald Chapman to
work with our students. He led low brass clinics to work on
fundamentals of tone production and also recorded our Jazz
Ensemble in order to "sample" them into a hip-hop beat, which he
produced live with the help of our students.
Finally, we commissioned Chapman to write a piece for our Jazz
Ensemble, and he helped the band more fully realize his artistic vision
during rehearsal. The Jazz Ensemble will play the world premier of
“Zojoji Station” at the prestigious Jazz In the Meadows Festival later
this month. His stay was an incredible musical experience for
everyone involved!

1st grade students at River Trail
became surgeons for a day. They
cut letters they do not need to
make contraction words. They put
bandaids to heal the scars.

Mrs. Oakley’s kindergarten
class celebrated 100th day
in school with fun
activities.

On Friday, February 1st, 2018 Chicagoan of the Year,
Jahmal Cole of My Block, My Hood, My City, came to
speak to Viking Middle School students about the
importance of making a diﬀerence and giving back. He
shared stories about the many ways he leads
volunteers to make their community a better place. My
Block, My Hood, My City provides underprivileged
youth with an awareness of the world and
opportunities beyond their neighborhood.

4th grade students at Prairie Trail
received a visit from Mr. Jay
Wiltshire, a mentor, to discuss goals
and dreams and how to achieve
them.

Students at Viking Middle school had a 1/2 day of giving back on Friday,
February 1st. Students made Valentines for children at Fill a Heart 4 Kids, which
is a local program that gives children that are homeless or in foster care
backpacks and small bags filled with basic supplies and treats.
Valentine’s for Vets will be going to serviceman and veterans who are currently
or have served our country.
Over 600 Valentine's were delivered to each program.

Ms. Spangler’s class wrote notes on
paper hearts from Studies Weekly
about what they had learned
regarding European Explorers.

Gurnee D56 PTO

YOU’RE INVITED TO

AN EVENING OF INNOVATION!
Our

Annual
Viking Middle School
4460 Old Grand Ave., Gurnee, IL
March 20, 2019 • 3:30pm - 7:00pm
www.d56.org/makerfaire

Show & Tell student projects
Make & Take hands-on activities
Build & Play with tools and toys
Science Fair of middle school experiments
Community Displays from local makers

CALLING ALL MAKERS!
Find out how you can participate!
Visit: www.d56.org/makerfaire

Dress in the style of
your favorite dance era
────
Winners through the
night for best dancers
and best outfits!
────
Photo backdrops and
props for
#postworthypics
────
Games & Concessions
────
Support 6 local causes

SAT. 3/16/19, 7-10PM

GURNEE ROTARY
CHARITY DANCE
Warren Twp. High School Almond
Campus Field House

A Safe Place/Lake County
Crisis Center
Northeast Illinois Council
Boy Scouts of America
Operation Warm
The Salvation Army, Adult
Rehabilitation Center,

Come solo or bring the family! Ticket prices
available for families, individual adults, students 1218, + kids under 12 are FREE with a parent ticket.

Buy tickets here:
https://gurneerotarycharitydance.eventbrite.com

Waukegan
Warren H.S. scholarships
Warren Township Food
Pantry

Warren Township Girls Softball (WTGS) Fastpitch Softball program is a great way for girls
to get active, learn the sport, make friends, and have some outdoor fun!
Open to grades 1st through 10th
Play/Practice twice a week
11-12 games plus playoffs
No tryouts
Season-Ending awards party
Uniforms and softball clinic included in fees
Optional off-season indoor practice at team clubhouse included in fees
Score is kept during games to increase the competitive fun for team standings
Season starts in mid-April and will end in June. Instructional & Upper Divisions practice
& play games on Tuesday & Friday nights. Lower & Middle Divisions practice & play
games on Monday & Wednesday nights. Sometimes there are exceptions to this based on
weather.
Cost is $145 for instructional and $170 for divisional play. Payment plans are
available-Register at warrengirlssoftball.com
On-line registration is now open at www.warrengirlssoftball.com!
Instructional League: Grades 1 & 2
Lower Division: Grades 3 & 4
Middle Division: Grades 5 & 6
Upper Division: Grades 7 – 10

(224) 656-5309
465 Riverside Drive, Gurnee, IL 60031

