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Upcoming Events
May 5

PTO Sunday Funday at the Shanty - 4:00 pm
- 7:00 pm - see flyer at end of newsletter

May 6-10

Teacher Appreciation Week

May 7 & 9

MAP Testing

May 9

Epic Build 1:00 pm

May 13

PTO Meeting - 7 pm @ D.O.

May 14

5th Grade Field Trip - Milwaukee Zoo

May 14

Singers Concert - 6 pm @ RT

May 15

IC Band Spring Tour 7:35 am - 1:30 pm

May 15

IC Band Concert - 8:00-9:00 am @ PT

May 15

PT/RT IC Band Ravinia Picnic & Concert
5:30 - 7:30 pm @ RT

May 16

Great American Assembly & Field Trip 9:00 am - 1:30 pm

May 17

Teacher Institute - EARLY RELEASE @
10:35 am

May 20

3rd Grade Field Trip - Discovery Museum

May 20

4th Grade Field Trip - Hlavin, Peconio, Spaeth

May 21

4th Grade Field Trip - Spangler, Silver, Lyons

May 22

Field Day

May 22

Board Meeting - 7 pm @ D.O.

May 24

RAIN DATE Field Day

May 27

No School - Memorial Day

May 28

Relay for Life

May 29/30/31

Early Release - 1:25 pm

May 30

Reading Counts Assembly

May 31

PBIS Assembly & Summer Bash

Reminders

Report
cards go
home on
the last day
of school

Students will be asked to
keep their iPads AT
SCHOOL starting May
13th. Teachers/tech staff
then use the remaining
time to assess damages
and secure payments
toward repairs. To reduce
confusion, please examine
the condition of your
child’s iPad prior to 5/13.

News to Know
Great Americans is a civics
program for 5th grade students.
Here are the final Gold Members:
Karam Alsawalha
Irvin Barrera
Cesar Carrillo
Jaslene Charo
Melody Cheong
Christian Coleman
Vanessa Ednilao
Sophia Garcia
Hunter Harmon
Chelsie Hernandez
Ava Hoxsie
Jiana Marigmen
Yeolit Miranda
Janiya North
Jacob Oh
Aria Piktel
Sierra Rodriguez
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The Principal Connection
Please read the thoughts of our principal, Mr. Simmons, as he reflects
on children and learning.

Creating a Learning Experience that is Better than What We Received:
As parents we want our students to go to school and be happy and safe. As educators, we want to work in a
school where everyone feels happy and safe. The challenge is in creating this environment and sustaining this
environment in the face of so many competing influences. Traditional media, social media, and just the current
state of skills and competencies that we all have or do not have as the adults who are striving to create a better
world all dramatically impact the day to day of a school. Children learn from, are shaped by, and draw their
influences from the adults around them. Here is an excerpt from a blog post on A Moral Imperative: Social and
Emotional Learning shared by the Center for the Collaborative Classroom that highlights some of the challenge
we face when working together as a home/school partnership and community to help our students develop the
ability to communicate effectively and to demonstrate self-management.
While all of the social-emotional competencies come into play when communicating with others, selfmanagement is particularly important when speaking with others about divisive topics. It may be arduous to
regulate our emotions when discussing deeply held beliefs with those who do not share similar viewpoints. We
must learn to listen carefully without interrupting, to consider the thinking of others, and to remain confident
that we can come to some shared agreements that will help us to overcome the obstacles we see before us and
to strive to achieve the positive ideals that our nation was built upon.
Classroom meetings that offer opportunities for students to develop and apply self-management skills as they
learn to listen carefully to one another, to accept that others may think differently about a similar topic, and to
set goals for positive interpersonal interactions are making a difference in how students communicate and learn
from one another. Listen in as partners in a classroom meeting discuss the impact that teasing has on others and
hear how they plan to make things right when they have hurt a classmate’s feelings. Video: Partners Talk

About Teasing

I am proud to say that Prairie Trail places a priority on developing our students’ social emotional capacities. We
gather as an entire school each day for this purpose, we allocate 20-30 minutes each morning in all homerooms
for this purpose, and we strive to develop learning opportunities in each content area that support our students
progress towards mastery of the academic standards and social emotional learning standards appropriate for
their grade and readiness levels.
For access to the article in its entirety, please click the link below:

Click here for full article
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PT Learns:

Ms. Jenkins and
Ms. Damos collaborated
with some of their third
grade students to
develop a “Pollution
Solution.” The purpose
of this project was to
recycle or repurpose
water bottles. This
project inspired our
students to make a
creative solution.

Classroom
Feature
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PT Learns:

Classroom
Feature

On Thursday, April 11th, students performed their concert "Return to Oz."
The students revisited famous characters from the classic story, "The
Wizard of Oz" and sang about some of their positive character qualities. We
realized that our students at Prairie Trail have a lot of brains, heart, and
courage! Great job to all of our performers!
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PT Learns:

Classroom
Feature
PE classes are using
blocks to construct
towers. One version is to
build the tallest tower
and the other is to build a
tower with the most
blocks, only one block
can touch the floor.
Speed and accuracy are
important.
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PT Learns:

Classroom
Feature

In Miss Rupsch’s class, students
finished creating expository nonfiction
books. They picked a topic of interest
and used their research to create their
books. Students shared their
completed work with the class.
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PT Learns:

Classroom
Feature

This year, students in Mrs. Silver's 4th grade class completed Science Fair
projects for the Maker Faire. Some of these projects included: making a
volcano, lava lamps, producing electricity from a lemon, and making
homemade ice cream! The students had a blast while learning about the
Scientific Method and producing great experiments.

See the next page for more pictures!

Prairie Trail News

Prairie Trail News

Announcements
Prairie Trail LRC
May is here! Which means we only have a few weeks left to check out books from the LRC.
All books will be due back to the LRC by May 17. Our field day will be May 22. Any students
who still owe books or book fees to the library will need to stay in the LRC during field
day. Please make sure any lost book responsibilities are taken care of by then.
Next year's Bluestem Nominated Books have been released. The list can be found on my
website: http://mrskibsprairietrailschoollrc.weebly.com/. Students can start next year's
challenge this school year! Get a jump start on the 2020 challenge and read some great
books this summer!
Thank you to everyone who purchased books from our April Scholastic Book Fair. With the
proceeds from that fair were able to purchase over $1500 worth of books for our PT
students!

A parent's guide to
understanding Fortnite!

Does your child play Roblox
or Minecraft?

Did you know that when your child is playing
Fortnite: Battle Royale, they are communicating with

Did you know they can chat with people while they

strangers? They are!

play? Minecraft allows for strangers to

Wonder why your child flips out when you make

communicate with your child through a multi-player

them stop playing Fortnite?

mode!

Why do they keep begging you to make in-app

Read this to find out how to remove the chat feature

purchases?

on Roblox.

Take a look at this video from SmartSocial.com to

Read this to find out how to use the Parental

learn more about how to keep your children safe!

Controls on Minecraft.
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Do you know about the

circle of bullying?
Kids who reinforce:

INDIRECTLY
INVOLVED

-give bullying an
AUDIENCE
-laughing, supporting

Kids who
assist:
-serve as
ASSISTANT by
encouraging &
joining in

Kids who

DIRECTLY INVOLVED

Kids who
bully:

Kids who are
bullied:

-may require
-may need help
SUPPORT in
learning how to
order to change respond to bullying
behavior

defend:

-actively
COMFORT the
child being bullied
-may come to
the child’s
DEFENSE

Outsiders:

-do not appear to choose sides, often want to HELP but
don’t know HOW
Please visit www.stopbullying.gov for more information.
StopBullying.gov. (2017, September 8). Retrieved April 10, 2019, from http://www.stopbullying.gov/
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FOLLOW US!
Twitter: @prairietraild56

on the
Catch up from
s
highlight oms!
ro
our class

Flyers & Forms
Scroll through the following pages for
important flyers and forms at our school.

2018-19

Order now and enjoy a lifetime of memories!

$17.00 for a full color yearbook filled with memories of your
year at Prairie Trail
Order by March 22rd to make sure a copy is reserved for you.
***Order ONLINE on our school website!***
prairietrail.d56.org
Click on Parents and Students- then click on Yearbook Online Purchase

Checks should be made payable to Gurnee District 56If you send cash please send in exact amountIf you have any questions, you may call Ms. Kile
847-623-4333

_______________________________________
****Name of student (first and last name) ____________________________________
****Grade AND Teacher ________________________________________________

If you ordering more than one copy, you may write one check, but you must fill out an
order form for each yearbook you order.

Parent Volunteer
Opportunities
Currently Available at
Prairie Trail School:
Great American Helpers
Art Room Helpers
Morning Greeters
Math Tutors
PBIS Ice Cream Sales
Breakfast Club Servers
Health Office Support
MENTOR Speakers
Health & Fitness Parent Helpers
"Oh, the Places You'll Go!" Presenters
New Parent/Student Welcome Orientation
More volunteer opportunities may
become available later in the school year!

Find out how to sign up to
be a volunteer by visiting
http://signup.com/go/pJDDuKB
or by using the QR code below:

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE GURNEE DISTRICT 56

EPIC BUILD SHOWCASE
SPRING 2019
See how we’ve been transforming our learning through
computer science! See your child’s coding project as well as a
variety of other projects throughout the school.

Prairie Trail School 3-5 Classes
Thursday, May 9th from 1:00pm - 2:15pm
Meet in the Prairie Trail music room for our student presentation

Spaulding School K-2 Classes
Friday, May 10th from 9:00am - 10:00am
Meet in the Spaulding gym for our student presentation

River Trail School K-5 Classes
Friday, May 10th from 1:00pm - 2:00pm
Meet in the River Trail library for our student presentation

